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THE 

UNBELIEF 

OF 

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE. 



John c. 90> V. 24, &c. 

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 25. The other 
Disciples therefore said uQtO him. We have seen the 
Lord : but he »aid unti^ them. Except I see in his * 
hands the print of the nails, and . put my finger 
into the print of the nail?^ and jput imne hand into 
his side, I will not believ^.^.^'^'^l^.^tA'nd eight days 
after again his disciples wcile' withhr, and Thomas 
with them. Then came Jesus, when the doors tvere 
shut, and stood in the midst, and said. Peace be 
unto you. 27. After, he said to Thomas, Put thy 
finger here, and see mine hands, and put forth 
thine hand, and put it into my side : and be not 
£iithless, but &ithful. 28. Then Thomas answei'ed, 
and said unto him. My Lord, and my God. S9« 
Jesus said unto him, Thomas, because thou hast 
seen me, thou believest : blessed are they, that have 
not seen, and have believed. 

X HIS text of Scripture is appointed to b? 
read for the Gospel upon ot. Thomas's 
Day, because it containeth a inemorabl<^ 
story of him, whose blessed memory we 
keep upon that day : to that end, that we 



6 The Unbelief' 

might be thankful unto God for him, and 
for the excel lent, gifts bestowed upon him^ 
and the great good done to the Church by 
his ministry and preaching: and that we 
might labour to imitate his virtues, and to 
profit by his great infirmities: wherein 
consisteth the true and right observation of 
this, and all other such like days. 

And not in the worshipping of him, and 
praying to him, and setting up candles be- 
fore his image, and offering to him, as 
they did in the time of Popery ; when they 
prayed unto God to be heard at his inter- 
cession, and for his merits, and blood shed- 
ding ; as they did upon other such days for 
the rest of the Apostles and Saints. And 
they thought that the celebrating of those , 
days was a great honour and service ac* 
ceptable unto them, and they kept them to 
that end, that they might become their pa- 
trons, and fare the better for their sakes 
before God : and they know no other use 
of them unto this day. 

Wherein they offer great indignity unto 
Christ, first, in robbing and spoiling him 
of the honour and office of his mediation 
and intercession, to whom only it belong- 
eth : of whom the Apostle thus writeth : — 
it is Christ which is dead, yea or rather 
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which is risen again (Rom. c. 8, v. 24) s 
who is also at the right hand of God^ and 
maketh request also for us, and therefore 
who shall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's chosen ? And Christ himself thus 
speaketh of his own office (John c. 14^ 
V. 13); Whatsoever ye ask in my name, 
that will I do, that the Father may be glo- 
rified in the Son. 

Secondly, they do great wrong unto him, 
in hallowing any days to the honour of 
any, but of God alone. For all things that 
are sanctified, are sanctified to his honour 
and worship only, who only is to be wor- 
shipped and served with divine worship : 
therefore the bread and wine in the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's supper, and the water 
in baptism, are sanctified to the honour of 
Christ, and of none other : as those that 
represent unto us the breaking of his body, 
and the shedding of his most precious 
blood for the forgiveness of our sins. And 
so are and ought the Churches to be con- 
secrated to the name and honour of God 
alone (who only is there to be served), and 
not of any Saint, as in time past they have 
been. 

And so ought the days also : as under 
the law all the Sabbaths n^i^x^ >«jWv«ftCT'^x^^ 

.12 



8 The Unbelief 

unto the honour of God, the creator of 
heaven and earth : and under the Gospel 
unto the honour of Christ the Redeeiaer 
of his Church : and all other days, that are 
now put apart among us from the common 
affairs of the world, they are sanctified to 
that end, that God might be honoured in 
them, and by them. 

And therefore we put a great difference 
between these holy days, and the Sabbath, 
or Lord's day. First of all in that we know 
thi& latter to stand upon a better founda- 
tion than they, as having his institution 
from Christ and his Apostles, and so doth 
bind all nations, and is perpetual, never to 
be changed. Whereas the former have 
their warrant only from men, and so do not 
bind all Churches alike, and may be 
changed, yea taken clean away : and serve 
only for Christian policy, and good order 
in the Church, that men upon these days 
might come together, and serve God. And 
therefore it is to be provided, that there 
should not be too many of them, lest 
thereby men should be hindered from the 
necessary works of their callings; which 
hath moved the Reformed Churches, as in 
this realm, so elsewhere, to cut off* many 
that were uBed in the time of Popery, and 
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so to keep themselves in a mediocrity, 
neither having too . many, nor putting 
down all. 

Secondly, there is a difference between 
them, in the manner of keeping the one, 
and the other : for on the Christian Sabbath 
tlie laws of our kingdom and Church do 
restrain all men from many things, as from 
markets, and fairs, and keeping of assizes 
and sessions for the execution of justice : > 
which they do tolerate and permit upon 
other holydays. Whereas in the time of 
blindness they sometio^es preferred these 
days before the Sabbath ; and had more so- 
lemn service and feasts, upon them, and 
counted it a more deadly sin then to work, 
than upon the Sabbath-day. 

Besides this, they appointing these days* 
to the honour of men, did thereby gr^tly. 
dishonour the Saints themselves.. For what 
greater dishonour can there be unto any man, 
than to make him a traitor ? and to give unto 
him that honour, that is due only to the 
Prince? And if any should in siinplicity 
and good-will ascribe so much to the great- 
est nobleman in the, realm, : th^t at the last 
he should give him the titles that belongs 
unto the King, and so bring him into the 
suspicion of treason agjuti^X.Vvv^N^'^^^^^'^^^^ 
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no honout", but dishonour unto him : so the 
Papists in extolling the Saints so highly, 
that they consecrate days unto them, and 
thereby seek to honour them, and hope 
that therefore they will become patronis 
unto them: all which are proper unto 
Christ ; in so doing they dishonour them t 
for they make them, as much as lieth 
in them, to be traitors unto Christ, in 
robbing him of that honour that is proper 
unto him. The Angel would not sufier 
St. John to worship him (Rev. c. 22, v. 8 
and 9). 

And these jSaints, if they were now alive 
upon earth, would not only not take this 
honour unto themselves, and thank thena 
for it, but altogether refuse it, and rebuke 
them for it; as Paul and Barnabas did 
unto the people at Lystra, when they 
brought bulls with garlands, and would 
have sacrificed unto them : they rent their 
eloathes, and ran in among them (Acts c. 
14, V. 14), saying, O men, why do you 
these things ? we are men subject unto the 
like passions, that you be : and preach unto 
you, that you should turn from these vain 
things unto the living God. 
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In this text there are these four things 
principally to be observed : first of all the 
great infidelity of St. Thomas the Apostle^ 
who did not believe the resurrection of 
Christy reported unto him by all his fellow 
'Apostles, who had seen him (v. 24, 25). 
Secondly, the great mercy of Christ, who 
did not cast him off, and leave him to 
perish in this unbelief of his, but most 
lovingly in time convenient sought to pull 
him out of it by all good means ; even the 
very same, which himself desired (ver. 2fi, 
27). Thirdly, the increase of faith in 
Thomas by these means, appearing by the 
confession that he made, after that he was 
thus -confined, namely, that he did be- 
lieve, not <6^ty tbat he was risen again, but 
for him, and therefore calleth him, his 
Lord and his God (ver. 28). Lastly, here 
Christ upon this occasion delivereth a ge* 
neral doctrine, and so applieth this fact of 
Thomas unto the whole Church ; even 
that they should be blessed who should be- 
lieve in him, though they did not see him, 
as he had done. 

I do not purpose to intreat of all these, 
but only of so much, as doth concern the 
unbelief of St. Thomas. Bui Vi^^o\^\ ^'^^«^fc 
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to it^ it may seem somewhat strange, that 
St. John in his Gospel . doth write thi& of 
his fellow Apostle, seeing it tendeth so 
wholly to bis discredit. The other Evan-* 
gelists all of them have left it out, it may 
seem in. favour of him; and it might be 
thought, that it had been better^ if he hacj' 
passed it over with silence also. But this 
Apostle living longer than all the rest, 
about an hundred years after Christ, and 
so seeing all their writings, doth add this, 
as a matter of special moment : as indeed 
in it there is offered to the Church great 
instruction and consolation. 

And this plain (jlealing of his is a note of 
that integrity, that is to be found in all the 
Scriptures, as being penned by the Spirit 
of God. For they came not ^n old time, 
as St. Pieter saith (2 Peter, c. 1, v. 21), by 
the will of man « but holy men of God did 
speak and write as they were moved by 
tne Holy Ghost. And therefore they 
greatly differ from the writings of men, 
which savour of the spirit of men ; and so 
are in many things partial : as this is a 
common fault in many historiographers^ 
that they flatter great men, and speak only 
of their virtues, which they set out to the 
full ; but their vices either they wholly 
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conceal, or lightly pass them over ; espe- 
cially when they are their friends, and of 
the same rank and order with them, as St. 
Thomas was unto the Apostle St. John. 
But it is not so in the Scriptures, which 
proceeding from the Spirit of Truth, are no 
more partial than God himself, with whom 
there is no respect of persons (Rom. c. 2, 
V. ii) : insomuch that thepenners of them 
do lay open the greatest sins of the greatest 
men in their time, e?en of the Kings and 
of the Priests. 

As of Heli, how he honoured his chil- 
dren above God, and caused the sacrifices 
t)f the Lord to be despised, and trodden 
tinder foot (l Sam. c. 2^ v. 28) : and of 
Manasseh king of Judah, how he caused 
his sons to pass through the fire in the val- 
ley of Ben-hinnom, and gave himself to 
witchcraft, iand to charming, and to sor- 
cery: and used them that had familiar 
fkpjrits^ and soothsayers: and did very 
much evil in the sight of the Lord, to 
anger him (£ Chr. c^ 3, v* 6) : yea, the 
Prophets do not spare them iiiat were 
nearest in blood to them, or nearest in any 
bond of affinity, or friendship. For Moaes 
doth set out the murmuring of Aaron^ his 
own natural brother^ and of hta sister 
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Miriam, and how God did punish them for 
it (Num. c. 12, V. 2) : which he did not to 
defame them, or with a mind to be re- 
venged of them : for the Lord gave this 
testimony of him, that he was a very meek 
man, above all the men that were upon the 
earth (ver. 3). 

And the Apostles do- write the truth 
boldly and sincerely of their fellow Apos- 
tles^ though their faults werd exceeding 
great, and not the like almost heard ofl 
As how Judas did for thirty pieces of silver 
sell and betray his Lord and Master Christ 
into the hands of his most deadly enemies 
(Matt. c. 26, V. 15). And how Peter did 
not only deny him once, but the second 
time did forswear him (ver. 70), yea did 
curse and bann himself^, if that ever he did 
but know him. 

And to conclude this point, their upright* 
ness in their writings appeareth so much 
the more, that they do not spare them- 
selves, but publish their own faults to the 
praise of God, as his spirit in them did 
direct them. For Moses declareth at laree 
how slow and backward he was to take 
upon him that calling, that God had ap* 
pointed hiniirunto, and what excuses and 
delays he made, insomuch that, the Lord 
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was very angry with him (Exod. c. 4, 

V. 14). 

And David writeth of the adultery and 
murder, that he had secretly committed 
against Bathsheba^ and her husband Uriah : 
and confesseth openly, that he had deserved 
death for both of them, when he thus 
prayeth (Psal. 51, v. 14), Deliver me from 
blood, O Lord. So likewise the Apostle 
Paul spareth not himself, because it was 
not he, but the Spirit of God that spake in 
him, in that he had persecuted the Church 
of God cruelly, ana wasted it (Gal. e. 1, 
V. 13). This kind of simple dealing is one 
argument not of the least moment, among 
many other, to evince that the Scriptures 
are written by God's Spirit : and are there* 
fore Canonical, for they are not partial : 
but the spirit of truth and simple dealing 
doth marvellously appear every where in 
them. 

But it may further be demanded, thoueh 
such things as these be written of the 
Saints, whether they should be read openly 
in the Church upon those holy days^ that 
carry their name : as if, when we keep the 
memory of a man, all his evil deeds should 
be reckoned up, tending to his infamy 
and discredit. Concemine wVikS&^ ^a^ ^^ 
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Providence of God therein is to be acknow- 
ledged, who hath thus disposed of it, so 
we are to reverence and highly esteem the 
godly wisdom of those holy fathers, who 
did first appoint those days thus to be kept. 
For they did it to the honour of God, and 
therefore would by the reading of these 
texts of Scripture have all men know, what 
the Saints were of themselves : and what 
infirmities, unbelief, and other sins they 
were subject unto ; even the same that we 
are : as Paul and Barnabas said of them* 
selves (Actsc. 14, v. 14), Wearemen, sub- 
ject to the like passions that you are : and 
as St. James saith of the Prophet Elias 
(Jam. c. 5, V. 17), that he was a man aub- 
ject to the like passions as we are. That so 
if they were any thing, we might know 
from whence it came, and so as Paul saith 
of himself (1 Cor. c. 15, v. 9), I am the 
least of the Apostles, which am not worthy 
to be called an Apostle, because I perse- 
cuted the Church of God : but by the grace 
of God, I am tJiat I am : and his grace 
which is in me, was not in vain : but I la- 
boured more abundantly than they all ; 
yet not I, but the grace of God which is 
with me. So we might say of them^ bein^ 
put in mind by the &:;riptures that are read 
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even upon those days^ wherein we keep the 
greatest memory of them, what they wert 
of themselves, and what they were by tfa^ 
grace of God ; and so not so much honour 
them, as praise God for them. 

For the purpose of those ancient fatbevs 
of the Church, who appointed these days 
thus to be kept, was not to set out the 
Saints themselves, that we might glory in 
them, and in their merits ; but in the m^- 
rits of Christ, and in the mercy of God 
shewed to them for his sake : and so not 
only to teach us how rightly to esteem of 
them, but that in them, as in a glass, we 
might see what we are subject unto : and 
yet how gracious God is to poor sinners, 
and so might take comfort in the mercy of 
•God shewed to them. As here what great 
unbelief was in St. Thomas, and yet Christ 
did help him of it, and saved him ? to shew 
us, that we are as full of unbelief, as he, and 
much more : yet Christ will not refuse us, 
if we dc> not obstinately remain in it, but 
are willing to be holpen of it, and have 
a desire to believe, by the means that he 
shall bestow upon us. And this is the use 
that we are to make of the unbelief of St. 
Thomas, even then when we hear it read 
upon his day. 
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The Papists did not so : for besides that 
they had a great number of counterfeit 
Saints in their Calendar, whose names 
were not written in the book of life ; some 
of them traitors^ and others as ill^ or worse 
than they: upcm their festival days> they 
caused to be read out of Legeiida aurea^ 
that is, their L^nd of lies, a story of their 
lives, full of all virtues, and miracles that 
they wrought, some in their life, some 
after their death, whereof most were feign- 
ed, and some of them most absurd. And 
thus they made them to be Gods upon the 
earth, not making mention of any fault of 
their's at any time, especially so great as 
these that we have heard of in St. Thomas, 
St. Paul, and the rest. 

Whereby it came to pass, partly by the 
observation of those days, and partly by 
hearing what was then reported of thena 
out of their stories, that the common peor- 
ple were brought into a superstitious admip- 
ration of them, and had no hope by imi- 
tating their virtues to be like them : but 
rather did worship them by means of the 
strange and incredible things that they 
heard of them. And so there was no com- 
fort from them for poor sinners, but only 
for their merits and mediation : for they 



of St. Thomas. I9 

did not speak of their infirmities and fells. 
But we see, how the Scriptures set out the 
true Saints of God after another manner ; 
not only in their miracles and virtues, but 
in their greatest corruptions and sins ; that 
we knowing what they were of themselves, 
and what they are by the mercy of God, 
and the grace of Christ, the poorest sin- 
ners might be comforted in themselves by 
the one, and giv6 thanks to God for the 
other. Seeing that there is no sin in them* 
selves, which they have not seen pardoned 
and cured in some of the Saints or other : 
nor any grace wanting to themselves, which 
by that experience of God's ffoodness which 
they have seen in others, tney might not 
hope for in themselves in some measure. 

But I come to the principal thing in 
this text, which is the great infirmity and 
wonderful unbelief that was in the Apostle 
St. Thomas, declared in these words of his 
own, that when the rest of the Disciples 
had told him, that they had seen the Lord, 
he answered them. Except I see in his 
hands the print of the nails, and put my 
finger into the print of the nails, and put 
mine hand into his side,^ I will not be- 
lieve it. 

B 2 



50 The Unbelief 

The circumstance of time, and many 
occurrences going before this, do aggravate 
the greatness of his unbelief. For this was 
done the eighth day after Christ's resurrec- 
tion : then he did shew liimself unto Tho- 
mas, as it is said, (ver. 26) Eight days 
after his Disciples were again within, and 
Thomas with them, then came Jesus, when 
the doors were shut, and stood in the 
midst, and said. Peace be unto you : after 
he said to Thomas, Put thy finger here, 
and see mine hands : and put forth thine 
hand, and put it into my side, and be not 
faithless, but faithful. In the mean season 
he Ind appeared unto Mary Magdalen at 
the sepulchre the first day of his resurrec- 
tion early in the morning, and she knew 
him : for he called her Mary, and she an- 
swered, Rabboni, that is to say. Master 
(ver. 17), at what time she was willed to 
go tell the Disciples, that he was risen : and 
she did so : and also shewed them, what 
other words he had spoken unto her : but 
none of them did believe her : as St. Mark 
saith (Mark c. 16, v. 1 1). Thus at the first 
hearing of it, Thomas was incredulous, as 
well as the rest. And the same day toward 
the evening, he appeared unto two other as 
they were in the way to Emmaus, and they 
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returned presently^ and told the Disciples 
of it, but they did not believe them neither 
(ver. 13). 

The same night therefore he appeared 
unto the eleven, as they sate together, and 
cast in their teeth their unbelief^ and hard- 
ness of heart, jbecause they believed not 
them, who had now twice told them, that 
they had seen him, being risen again 
(ver. 14)* And because their unbelief was 
so great at that time, to put them out of 
all doubt for the time to come, he shewed 
them his hands, and his side that was 
pierced, and the print of the nails in the 
one, and of the spear in the other, and 

; bad them look on them, that they might 

)cQOw that it was he indeed, as St. John the 

Evangelist doth report it (John c. 20, v. 20). 

At this time Thomas was not present 

. among them. The Lord of his mfinite 

wisdom and goodness thus disposing of it, 

. for the further good both of Thomas, and 

of all the rest, and of the whole Church : 

\ ^hat by this means there might be a new 

.Confirmation of his resurrection, by a se- 
cond and more sensible apparition, when 

tft^^ey should not only see again the print of 
Ifie najls in his hands, but for Thomas also 
ip puthis finger into them. But in the meau 
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while, all the rest tell him, what they had 
seen, namely, not only Christ in som^ 
form, but so certainly that he spake unt6 
them, and shewed them his hands and his 
feet, and the print of the nails in them, so 
that they could not possibly be deceived iii 
so clear a matter : yet for all this he not only 
not giveth credit unto some one of them 
severally, but not unto all of them jointly, 
being so many, and so credible witnesses : 
and further, is so wilful and obstinate, and 
so addicted to his own senses and feeling, 
that he tells them plainly, that unless he 
himself see the print of the nails in his 
hands, and may put his finger into them ; 
and the print of the spear in his side, and 
may put his hand into that, he will never 
believe it. 

Thisi is a marvellous thing, and may- 
seem justly to be wondered at, that he 
being an Apostle, and one that had been 
conversant with our Saviour Christ a long 
time, and had heard his doctrine, and seen 
his miracles, yea, had preached salvation 
in his name with the rest ; and had heard 
Christ often say, that he must be put to 
death, and the third day rise again ; that 
though he did generally believe in him, 
yet he was not persuaded particularly of 
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this article of his resurrection. But such 
is our corruption, and we do so receive the 
Spirit but in measure, that we may be true 
believers in general, and yet unbelievers in 
many particulars ; as we see in the Apostle 
here, who believing Christ to be the son of 
God, and the Saviour of the world, and so 
held the main point of salvation, failed in 
the particular manner, and was not yet 
persuaded of the truth of his resurrection. 
JBut for all this we are not to account him^ 
as an infidel, but think thus with ourselves, 
if such a man as he, was subject unto, so 
great doubtings, no marvel then, if I in 
many particulars find my faith to be so full 
of doubting and wavering. Only let us in 
these doubtings still use the means, and 
God will at one time or other bless some of 
them unto us. As Thomas here not be- 
lieving that Christ was risen, though the 
rest of the Apostles did tell him of it, 
did not forsake their company, but came 
into their assemblies upon the Lord's day 
to serve Christ with them, and then Christ 
did appear unto him, and rid him of his 
unbelief. Whereas if he had been still 
,ab$ent, as he was before, and therefore he 
remained longer in his unbelief than they, 
(jod might have deprived him of all means^ 
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and justly have given him up to his un4 
belief. 

But this is a greater wonder, and herein 
his unbelief doth appear much more : that 
besides the former things, when the other 
Apostles, whom he by long experience 
knew to be very reverend and credible men^ 
told him that they had seen the Lord, and 
after what manner, even with the prints of 
the nails, and of the spear in his body, yet 
he so distrusted all of them, that he would 
believe none of them. Oftentimes we be- 
lieve meaner men and of less credit in mat- 
ters of great uncertainty, and of smalt mo- 
ment: therefore not to believe so many 
and of so good credit, and in a thing of 
great moment, it being true also, doth 
plainly shew how deeply unbelief was 
rooted in him. Especially if we consider 
how he further addeth, that if there were 
never so many more of them, let them be 
what they will be, that should tell him so, 
he would believe none of them, but his 
Own self, and his own seiise and feeling: 
for unless he could see in his hands the 
print of the nails, and put his finger into 
the print of the nails, and put his hand into 
his side, he would not believe it. 
^ And it seemeth^ that the rest of th6 
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Apostles were subject unto tliis unbelief, 
though not in the like measure : for when 
Mary Magdalen, at Christ's command- 
ment, came unto them, and finding therir 
weeping and mourning, told them for their 
comfort, that Christ was risen (Mark c. 16, 
V. 11) ; though they heard her say, that he 
was alive, and had appeared to her, they 
believed it not : nay they were so far from 
believing it, that her words seemed unto 
them as a feigned thing (Luke c. 24, v. 1 1 ) : 
so that they were not only somewhat doubt- 
fill of the matter, but did wholly reject it 
as a mere fable. Moreover, when two of 
the Disciples, the name of the one being 
jCleopas, going to Emmaus, Christ did ap- 
pear unto them in the way, and thoi^gh 
they Jsnew him not at the first, yet at the 
Jast their eyes were opened, so that they 
knew him perfectly, and so returning to 
Jerusalem, said unto the eleven. The Lord 
Js risen indeed : and so do avouch it con- 
3tantly with a note of asseveranoe ; and told 
them also, what vyras done in the way, and 
how they knew hina at the last: They be^- 
lieved them neither (Mark c. 16^ v. 13). 
So that this case was aot of Thomas alone, 
but of all Uie rest ; that we might see that 
the best servants pf God »li all, are greatlY 
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pestered with these remnants df unbelief. 
That as David «aith (Psal. 130, v. 3), If 
thou, O Lord, straightly markest iniquities^ 

Lord, who shall stand ? that is, not the 
best man in the world, much less such a 
wretch as L So we may say, if these holy 
men were so full of unbelief in this thing, 
no marvel, if such a poor sinner as I am, 
stand doubtful and perplexed in many 
things : and as Christ did succour them, sa 

1 hope he will be merciful unto me, that 
desire to believe. 

And it is very probable, that the rest of 
the Apostles in this unbelief of their*s, were 
subject unto the same temptations that 
Thomas was, and had the same thoughts to 
hinder them from believing that he had : 
and namely, that they spake within them- 
selves as he did openly, though for shame 
they did not utter it, as often it falleth out; 
that many are afraid to utter their tempta- 
«tions, they are so fearful and so strange, that 
they think that none are possessed with them 
but themselves. But the Apostle telleth 
the Corinthians (l Cor. c. 10, v. 13), that 
no temptation had taken hold of them but 
such as appertaineth unto man ; that is, 
which proceedeth of man's infirmity, and 
which man's nature is subject unto : that 
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they might not be discouraged, or despair 
for that which he had said unto them. And 
therefore he addeth^ that God is faithful, 
and would not suffer them to be tempted 
above that which they were able, but would 
give an issue with the temptation, that they 
might be able to bear it : as he did here 
unto the rest of the Apostles, and to Tho- 
mas himself. 

And that they had indeed the same 
thoughts of unbelief that Thomas had, ap- 
peareth by the fact of Christ. For when 
he came among them, and they were 
abashed and afraid, supposing that they 
had seen a spirit (Luke c. 24, v. 37), he 
said unto them, Why are ye troubled ? and 
wherefore do thoughts arise in your hearts? 
Behold mine hands, and my leet, for it is 
myself; handle me, and see : and when he 
had thus spoken he shewed them his hands 
and his feet. So that Christ in shewing 
them his iiands and feet, that so they might 
'be rid of those thoughts and doubts that 
hindered them from believing, did mani- 
festly ihew^ that he knew the thoughts of 
their hearts to be these, that unless they 
saw in his hands and feet the print of the 
nails, they would not believe that it was he. 
Christ therefore, like a skUf^ll '^Vi^ivd^axs. ^^ 
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their souls, did apply his medicine accord- 
ing to their malacfy ; and therefore when as 
at his first apparition he did shew unto them 
his hands and his feet, he doing all thiiigs 
in wisdom and to some good purpose, did 
thereby declare, what thoughts of unbelief 
they were troubled with. 

If such holy men as these, who bad so 
many means to help their faith, did not 
jjufficiently profit by them at the first ; but 
were found thus incredulous : then we may 
be assured, that unbelief is more deeply 
rooted in us than we be aware of: and if 
after many means, and long continuance in 
the same, we find it in ourselves more than 
we would, we must not too much suspect 
ourselves, as long as we are sorry for it, and 
do groan under it, as under a heavy bur- 
then, desiring to be eased of the same. For 
indeed, there is no sin in the world that 
hath more infected mankind than that : it 
came in with our first parents even in Para- 
dise, and it will continue as long as there 
is any man upon earth: it is the first sin 
tbat possesseth all men: and it is the last 
that we must strive against : insomuch that 
.when we have overcome all other, then will 
our unbelief most of all trouble qs« And 
especially we shall find this to be true in all 
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afflictions^ and in the hour of deiath ; when 
the temptations of pride, of voluptuousness^ 
of revenge, &e. shall leave us, as having re- 
ceived their deadly Wow ; then will unbe- 
lief and distrust fall upon us afresh, as 
though it had never been wounded, or 
never so much as encountered with. 

For -seeing that faith is, as the Apostle 
calleth it (Eph. c. 6',v. 1 6), A shield wherewilil 
we may quench all the fiery darts of the 
Devil i therefore he laboureth most of all to 
pull it out of our hands altogether, or so to 
weaken it in many things, that his darts 
may easily pierce through it into our souls 
to destroy them : that is, his temptation 
may deceive us one way or other. For as 
long as this shield of faith is whole, and we 
are able to hold it out against our spiritual 
enemy, we shall prevail against him, whe- 
ther he tempteth us unto any sin in time to 
come, or for any sin of the time past. But 
if we let fall the shield of faith, or do not 
defend ourselves with it, we lie open to all 
temptations of Satan : that is, if we alto- 
gether give over faith, or fall to doubtiiig 
of the truth of his word. 

Adam and Eve were first overcome by 
unbelief, and that was the cause of their 
ruin; for the devil by dis^\\\i%\^\^ ^^ 
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woman like a subtle sophister^ brought her 
at the last to call into question the truth of 
God's word, and to say, Of the fruit of the 
tree, which is in the midst of the garden, 
God hath said, ye shall not eat of it, nei- 
ther shall ye touch it, least ye die (Gen. 
c. 3, V. 3) : whereas the Lord had said in 
express words before (chap. 2, v. 17), In 
the day that ye shall eat thereof, ye shall die 
the death : that is, ye shall assuredly die : 
which if they had steadfastly believed, they 
had not been overcome by his temptation. 
So in all sin that we commit there is unbe- 
lief, more or less ; for if we fall by pre- 
sumption, then we believe not his threat- 
enings ; if by despair, then we believe not 
his promises. And justifying faith, though 
it principally looketh to the promises of 
salvation, yet generally it respecteth the 
whole word of God. The manifold sins, 
then, that we see in others, and do commit 
ourselves, do apparently shew, how full of 
unbelief we and the whole world is ; for if we 
did believe God to be true in his threaten-^ 
ings and in his promises, we should he kept 
from sin. 

Besides, when men are fallen into any 
sins, what is the cause that they do not 
.speedily repent them of them^i and so leave 
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them, but only unbelief? For if they did 
rightly believe either the promises of God, 
as. At what time soever a sinner shall re- 
tarn from his sins, and do that which is 
lawful and right, he shall surely live, and 
shall not die (Ezek. c. l8, v. 2l): all his 
transgressions, that he hath committed, 
shall not be remembered, or laid to his 
charge : they would j:yresently repent, and 
leave their sins, that they might be for- 
given them. Or if they believed his 
threatenings ; as, Kiss the Son, least he be 
angry^ dnd ye perish in the mid way, when 
his wrath shall suddenly burn, blessed are 
all that trust in him (Psal. 2, v. 12) : they 
would speedily repent, whilst mercy is of- 
fered ; least God take them away before, or 
bring some great judgment upon them. 
But contrary ta the truth of God's word 
(afccording to the nature of unbelief) they 
imagine some thing of their own heaa, 
wherein they rest ; and let all men say to 
the contrary what they will, they will be- 
lieve none but themselves, and their own 
conceit. 

As that, they shall do well enough though 
they cdntinue in their sins : or that they 
shall have time enough hereafter to repent 
them at their leisure \ zxA ^«X. ^Sm?3 ^«v^ 

c a 
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repent them when they list^ or some such 
like : of which there is nothing promised 
in the word of God, but the clean contrary 
set down often and very plainly. There- 
fore that men, when they have fallen into 
any sin, do so easily continue in them^ and 
either repent them not at all, or do it very 
slowly, and that doth bewray sufficiently, 
how full of unbelief they are. Seeing 
therefore that it is so universally spread 
over all men, no marvel if the better sort do 
complain so much. of it in themsdves, and 
find it to be a great deal more than they 
would. 

Again, let us be in trouble, and want 
means to help ourselves, and see if we be 
not prone to distrust God ? and so not to 
depend on his Providence : but rather to 
use unlawful means to help ourselves : or 
to be too restless and unquiet in the use of 
those that are lawful : and so either altoge- 
ther to forget to seek unto God by prayer : 
or else to do it very coldly, and with little 
hope. Though God hath said (Psal. c. 50, 
v. 15), Call upon me in thy trouble, so will 
I deliver thee, and thou shall glorify me. 
And be contented with those things that 
ye have, for God hath said, I will not fail 
thee, nor forsake thee (Heb. 9. 13> v. 6)^ 
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And first seek the kingdom of God^ and his 
righteousness^ and all things necessary shall 
be ministered unto you (Heb. c. 6, v. 33) : 
and a thousand such promises more : which 
doth shew that unbelief possesseth men 
every manner of way, and there is no man 
in the world altogether free from it, though 
it be a great deal more in some than in 
others. 

And to be short, when we are tempted 
unto any sin, we by lamentable experience 
find, that we are too easily overcome, be- 
cause we believe not God's threaten ings, 
that he will assuredly punish it. And 
when we are tempted for any sin, how 
soon are we ready to despair, because 
we believe not the promises of forgiveness 
unto the repentant ? So that this sin is 
found in tne whole course of our life: 
insomuch that when we have overcome 
many other sins in the first and second 
table, then we shall be either wholly over- 
come with unbelief, or greatly polluted 
with it. 

The Devil did greatly assault our Saviour 
Christ with this, both m the first entrance 
into his office, and also in the last discharging 
of it. First of all in the wilderness, when 
he would by that long timfe oi ^^^ow\iR\\w^ 
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and want of corporal food by the space of 
forty days and forty nights, have persuaded 
him, that God had forsaken him, and had 
no care of him ; for then he would have 
provided for him all this while: and there- 
fore he must now shift for himself, and if he 
could do any thing, he must shew his potrerj 
If he be the Son of God indeed, he must 
command that these stones be made bread 
(Matt. c. 4, V. 3). Secondly, when he was 
upon the cross ; for then they that passed 
by reviling him, and wagging their heads> 
said (chap. 27, v. 39), If thou be the Sort 
of God, come down from the cross : and 
the priests also mocking him, said, He 
saved others, but h6 cannot save himself: 
if he be the King of Israel, let him noTi^ 
come down from the cross. So that thf^y 
concluded against him to the weakening of 
his faith, that God did not care for him, be* 
cause he did not presently deliver him. 

Thus by tempting him to unbelief in the 
beginning, he sought to discourage him 
from it ; and by the same temptation of 
unbelief in the ending, to cause him t6 give 
it over, before he happily finished it. Auct 
aj^^v the same manner the Devil settefth 
^^^^krfl the members of Christ : in the 
^k|^ of their calling, he greatly buf- 
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fieteth them with unbelief, and puts into 
them many fears and doubts, that their 
sins shall not be pardoned ; that so they 
might as men tired in the combat, give 
over, and return to their old bias. And 
before their death he terrifieth them again 
with fear, that they shall not go to heaven, 
that so in despairing of so great a matter^ 
they might give over seeking it any longer. 
But Christ did overcome by the power of 
his Spirit in those temptations of his, that 
by the same Spirit he might succour us in 
our's. And so in all things he was made 
like his brethren, that he might be merci- 
ful, and a faithful High Priest to make re- 
conciHation for the sins of the people 
(Heb. c. 2, v. 17) : for in that he suffered, 
and was tempted, he is able to succour 
them that are tempted. As he did here in 
due season help the unbelief of the Apos- 
tles, in shewing unto them bis hands, and 
his feet ; but most of all bis weak and poor 
servant Thomas. For when he had said 
(John c. 20, V. 25), Except [ see in his 
hands the print of the nails, and put my 
finger into the print of the nails, and put 
my band into his side, I will not believe : 
Then a little after Christ appeared unto 
him, and said unto him (ver. %\\ Pv\l\.Ve^ 
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finger here, and see mine bands ; and put 
forth thine hand, and put it into my side ; 
and be not faithless, but faithfcrl. 

' But to proceed, the first degree of Tho- 
mas's unbelief appeareth in this, that be 
did hear this often, and of divers that were 
very credible, and yet he did not believe it : 
as first of all of divers holy and godly 
women, and namely (Luke c. 24, v. 10), 
of Mary Magdalen, and Joanna, and Mary 
the mother of James, and other women 
with them, who early in the morning re- 
turning from the sepulchre, told the ele- 
ven that Christ was risen; and also he 
heard it again of Cleopas, and another Dis- 
ciple (ver. 33), who told theni they had 
seen him, and spoken with him after bis 
resurrection; and now the third time he 
heard it of all his fellow Apostles, betn^ 
ten in number, all of them very credible, 
who did avouch it unto him upon their own 
knowledge, and said that they had s^en 
him themselves. It was appointed in the 
equity of the law, that in the nrK)uth of two 
witnesses, or at the mouth of three wit- 
nesses, every matter should be established 
(Deut. c. 19, V. 15). Therefore there was 
no colour to discredit so many witnesses^ 
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especially coming in to testify the same 
truth at several times. But herein appear- 
eth the nature of infidelity^ which is, to 
cause us, though we hear the truth of (xod 
witnessed unto us by sundry men, and at 
divers times, not to believe any one of them 
in divers things, but only ourselves. And 
though tliey be never so grave and reverend, 
and constant in avouching of it, and sound 
in proving of it, yet all shall be as we 
think^ and say ourselves, and not other- 
wise: and thus they are wiser in their own 
conceit, than seven men that can render a 
reason (Prov. c. 26, v. l6). Whereby it 
Cometh to pass, that they hinder themselves 
in their salvation ; for though God send his 
servants unto them, to tell them his will, 
they will believe nothing, but as they con- 
ceive themselves. 

And this, though it be a great sin, yet 
it was not proper unto Thomas only, but 
it was found in the rest of the Apostles at 
tliis present. And that we might not 
wonder at it in them without any profit, we 
shall see it as deeply rooted in ourselves, 
and others : for this is but a looking-gla^s 
to let us see our own unbelief in. For 
how often have we heard one and the same 
truth constantly delivered uqto us by the 
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Prophets, Evangelists, and Apostles ? and 
yet we do not believe them : we have sun- 
dry times heard them, and read them, yea 
they have been often preached unto as, and 
that by sundry of the faithful ministers 
and servants of tiod ; and yet we give no 
credit unto them : and this is too true, 
whether we look to God's fearful threaten- 
ings, or his merciful promises, both for this 
life, and the life to come. 

How oftentimes, and by how many men 
have we heard, that unless we repent, we 
shall atU perish ; and yet very few believe 
it, for they go on still in their sin, and 
think that they shall do we(lt enough. And 
that every tree, that bringeth not forth 
good fruit, shall be hewn down, and cast 
into the fire (Mat. c. 3, v. 10) : that is, all 
wicked ones, that will not speedily amend 
their lives, shall be cast into hell fire : and 
yet though they live nevei so wickedly, 
they think to be saved, as well as the rest. 
And though a sinner do evil an hundred 
times, and God prolong his days, yet it 
shall not go well with him at the last 
(Eccles. c. 8, V. 12) ; yet men think the 
contrary, that seeing they have escaped 
in one sin unpunished, and the second and 
third fime^ that therefore it shall go wdil 
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with them for ever : and they think, as the 
Prophet saith (Psal. 50, v. 21), that be- 
cause God holds his tongue, he is hke 
them, and Uketh their ways well enough. 

Moreover, how often have we heard, and 
by how many, that he that is angry with 
his brother unadvisedly, is culpable of 
judgment (Mat. c. 5, v. 22) : and whoso- 
ever hateth his brother is a manslayer 
(l John, c. 3, V. 19) : and yet *men nou- 
rish these evil affections in themselves, as 
though these sayings were utterly false. 
And hath it not often been sounded in our 
ears by men of great credit. That neither 
adulterers, nor fornicators shall inherit the 
kingdom of God (1 Cor. c. 6, v. 9) : but yet 
I would to God that the wicked lives of 
too many did not sufficiently bewray the 
thoughts of their hearts, namely, that they 
did not only somewhat doubt of the truth 
of this> but they think it to be a mere ' 
faUe: and let men say what they will 
against these sins, they will believe none 
but themselves : so wholly are their hearts 
possessed with infidelity. 

Yea let a man come, and deal with one 
in any sin of his, in which he is settled^ 
and denounce the judgments of God against 
him out of the truth of his word : and let a 
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our false hearts of: and that we did stick 
fast unto, whatsoever men said, and of 
never so many, to the contrary. And the 
same unbehef remaineth still in us in mea- 
sure in that part that is unregenerate. 

We must therefore examine ourselves, 
that we may find it out, and pray to God 
to help us against it, which no doubt he 
will, if we seek unto him and be desirous 
to be holpen of it ; as he did h^re his ser- 
vant Thomas the Apostle. For this story 
-of his unbelief is written to comfort all 
those that are fallen into unbelief, and are 
desirous to be rid of it and to believe, as 
this Apostle was. But if men for want of 
due examination and trial of their own 
heart, do presume of that which is not in 
them, and so imagine that they believe 
i;vhen they do not, or to have more faith 
thai) they have ; they shall one day find 
dis^t tlieir phantasy hath deceived them, 
^nA they shall be far from being holpen in 
that which they want. For many think that 
it is the easiest thing in the world to be- 
lieve, when as indeed it is the hardest ; and 
it is morfe hatd to overcome our reason in 
believing, than the affections of our heart 
in doing : and therefore Christ aaith (Mat. 
c, 7, V. 14), The gate is strait, and the 
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way narrow that leadeth unto liiFe, and few 
there be that find it. 

And that which hath been said of God's 
judgments, it is true also of his promises, 
that there is as much unbelief in us towards 
the one, as towards the other. For how 
often have we read the same svveet and 
comfortable promises of God made for our 
good : yea how often have they been 
preached over and over again unto us ; and 
yet we either not believe them at all, q^ 
not as we should. Let us take one for ex- 
ample. The Lord saith by his Prophet 
(Psal. 50, v. 15), Call upon me in the day 
of thy trouble, so I will deliver thee : and 
ivhosoever shall call on the name of the 
Lord siiall be saved (Joel c. 2, v. 22). Yet 
when trouble and affliction cometh, oh hov 
few do believe this to be true ! as appear- 
eth by their practice ; for how few, or none 
at all almost, do seek unto the Lord by 
earnest and fervent prayer ! and they that 
do, with how little confidence and hope of 
being heard do they practise it! which 
sheweth how full of unbelief they are. 

Few or none can say, as Solomon doth 
(Prov. c. 18, v, 10), that the word of the 
Lord is their strong tower, and that they 
run to that, as to their sure defence : or as 
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David taught the people to say (PsaL 20, 
V. 7), Some trust in chariots, and some in 
hofs^, but vre remembeir the name of the 
Lord our God ; that this is the first thing 
that they remember, as that which shall do 
them most good. But prayer is either so 
wholly neglected, >or Hien come to it so 
slowly, as it were drawing their legs after 
theh), atid last of all, as though they did 
tiot bwe whit believe the jn-omises this way 
made tmto them. 

Naj^, which is mere, if any come t© 
them in their trouWe, and tell them that 
they have often found this to be true by 
experience in themselves, as David doth 
^Psal. 34, V. 6), This poor man cried, and 
the Lord heard him, and saved him out of 
all his troubles : yet we do not believe that 
we shall find it to be true in ourselves. 
Especially if God dder us any while, we 
can give no credit to the truth of his pro- 
mises, until we see them verified in our- 
selves : but we aiie ready to say, unless we 
Ssee and feel these things in ourselves, we 
tvill not believe it. 

Again, how ofteil, and by how many, 
have we heard this truth of God, All things 
work together for the best unto them that 
ilove God (Rom. c. 8, v. 2S) : that is^ G<\<i 
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ivill turn all the afflictions of his people 
unto their good in. the end: yet when the 
least cross doth befall us, how are we dis- 
mayed, as though this were false, because 
we do not believe it! And if any shall 
then say unto us, be of good comfort, bear 
It patiently, the Lord herein seeketh your 
good, and you shall come out of this afflic- 
tion better than you were before ; yet we 
think it a matter impossible ; yea, a merf 
fable: and that it is better for us to bfs 
otherwise, and so we will not believe him ; 
nor others, though they should come im^ 
mediately, and tell us the same upon goo^ 
trial, that they found it to be so in themr 
selves, as David saith (Psal. lig, v. 71), It 
is good for me that I have been afflictec), 
that I may learn thy statutes : and before 
I was afflicted I went astray, but now I 
keep thy word (Psal. 66) ; and as th^ 
Apostle Paul also saith il^on his ow:n exper 
rience, and the rest of the faithful in whose 
name he speaketh* We know, that all 
things work together for the best untp 
them that fear God (Rom. c. 8, v. 28)* 
Not only I myself, but many others also, 
do know this to be true. Which is as if a 
skilful physician should say unto his sick 
patient — take this potiqn, thopgh it he 
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bitter it is for your health, I have found 
the proof of it by long experience: nay 
not only I myself, but all we physicians do 
know it to be so: and yet the patient 
woqld believe none of them, but himself. 
Oh what a great root of infidelity is within 
us ! how had we need to strive against it ! 

To be short, how often have we heard 
this promise of our Saviour Christ ; First 
seek the kingdom of God, and his righte- 
ousnessy and all outward things shall be 
ministered unto you (Mat. c. 6, v. 33) : 
and that also of the Apostle Paul unto 
Timothy> Godliness is profitable unto all 
things, which hath the promise of this life, 
and of that which is to come (l Tim. 4, v. 8) : 
yet let us b^ in any want, and it is a wonder 
to see how hardly or not at all we with 
cheerfulpess depend upon God's Provi- 
dence, until such time as we can see how to 
provide for ourselves. Let other men 
come and say what they will, and what 
they have found by experience in them- 
selves and in others, concerning the truth 
of this, we do not almost regard it, or take 
any comfort in it : so foil of unbelief are we, 
and so common a thing is it, in the matters 
pf Goc}; to give credit to none but to qurV 
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iselves : as the Apostle St, Thomas saith of 
himself here. 

Lastly, let us come to tlie matter of oxit 
€alvation : if Satan the accuser of the bre- 
thren (Rev. c. 12, V. 10), atid our owii con- 
science do s6t before our eyes the remeiti- 
brance of our sins, and press us somewhat 
therewith ; though we be heartily sorry for 
Ihem, and do weep bitterly, as Peter did 
at the remembrance of his fall (Mat. c. ^, 
V. 75), and do wish a thouisahd times that 
we had never committed them, and thus 
travel and groan under the heavy burtheti 
of them, as that which is able to pfess us 
down unto the bottom of hell, and unfeign- 
edly turn from them unto God, saying 
with David (Psal. 51, v. l), Have mercy 
upon me, O God, according to thy loving 
kindness : according to the multitude of thy 
compassions put away mine itiiquities : yet 
bow hard a matter is it theh to find that in 
6ur hearts which we say with our mouth, I 
believe the forgiveness of my sins ; espe- 
cially in the day of telifiptation, and in the 
hour of death : though we have often times 
before heard the blessed saying of the 
Apostle (l Tim. c. 1, v. 15), This is a true 
saying, and by all means worthy to be re- 
ceived, that Christ Jesus came into the 



of St. Thomas. 47 

vrorld to save pinners : and that comfort- 
able voice of our Saviour Christ (Mat. c, 1 1, 
V. ^8)^ Come unto me all ye that are 
weary and laden, and I will ease yoii. 

This then ^e see is no new thing, for 
men not to believe sundry parts of God's 
word brought unto them by the ministry 
of divers of his faithful servants, by reason 
of the great unbelief and hardness of heart 
that is in them : whereby it cometh to 
pass that their own understanding doth 
more prevail with them to distrust^ than 
the testimony of many to believe. How 
then had we need to find out this unbelief 
in ourselves : which when we have done, 
we are not to judge too hardly of ourselves, 
seeing that it is so common, but only la* 
ment and bewail it, and seek unto Christ 
to be holpen of it, who is the author and 
finisher of our faith (Heb. c. 12, v. 2) : and 
say with the Apostles, Lord increase our 
faith (Luke c. 17, v. 5) : and with the man 
in the Gospel, Lord I believe, help my un- 
belief (c. 9, V. 24). 

And if there be such great streams of un* 
belief in God's children, till they be holpen 
of it, what a bottomless sea, think you, is 
there of it in the wicked ? whereby it 
cometh to pass, that they are filled with all 
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atheism and profaneness ; casting the word 
bf God behind their backs, so that let never 
^o many learned and godly men witness 
the truth unto them for their amendment, 
they will believe no more than they have 
determined beforehand with themselves. 
Let us pray to God for them, that th^y may 
have better minds, even desirous to believe; 
and then shall they be holpen in time, as 
the Apostle St. Thomas was. And for 
ourselves, let us labour to haVe teachable 
hearts, that we may reverence and give 
credit onto them who in the mystery of 
biir salvation know more than We do, and 
have in the matter of faith a great deal 
tnore experience than we ourselves. That 
so it may come to pass, of what mind 
soever we have been before, that when 
God's faithful servants whom we should 
esteem and trust, tbey shall tell us so and 
so, whether for God's judgments, or for 
his promises, or for the direction of our lives, 
we may believe and obey them. Then shajl 
we come to faith, and be confirmed in it 
(Prov. c. 10, V. 17): for he that regardelh 
instruction, is in the way of life. 

And if in other matters we think it rea- 
sonable, that we should believe those that 
liave more knowledge than ourselves ; yea 
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even clean contrary tp that we thought 
before : as for the matter of our health we 
believe many skilful physicians for the state 
of our bodies, and many expert lawyers for 
the state of our lands and goods ; why 
should we not then in matters of divinity, 
and for the state of our souls, give more 
credit to many skilful divines than to our- 
selves ? Especially whenas the general 
rule holdeth as well in that as in any other 
science, that every skilful man is to be 
credited in his own art and faculty : our 
reason is more corrupt in this, than in any 
other thing, and therefore there is more 
cause that we should believe others than 
ourselves. 

Therefore, as in other matters, when we 
are doubtful, we confer with them that 
have more skill and knowledge, and give 
credit unto thenar contrary to our own 
thoughts, and we are ready to rely upon 
th^m rather than upon ourselves : so let us 
4o in matters of faith, and let us not offer 
God's servants and ourselves this great 
wrong, that we will believe all men in 
other things, spying than in this^ It is too 
mtichy that w^ have; done it so often already,^ 
Jit us, nat qontinue in. it — tfciat we should 
goQi^ to the Churqh. and h^ Ggd's wqrd 
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preached^ and go away not believing it : 
and come again the next day, and then de- 
part away as full of unbelief as before: 
and thus from day to day, and so still be of 
this mind, that whatsoever men say, we 
will believe none but om^etves, thinking 
that we have reason af ^ell as they, and 
therefore, unless wecan conceive it by reason, 
we will not admit it, whatsoever they say. 

For. faith is above reason, therefore we 
must believe the servants of God in things 
whereof we can conceive no reason : nay 
reason is against faith, and there is no- 
thing in us more to hinder us from 
believing, than to hearken to our own 
reason. For the natural man (by his 
best reason) perceiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolish- 
ness unto him : neither can he know them 
(by his own wit), because they are spiri- 
tually discerned (I Cor. c. 2, v. 14): that is, 
by a supernatural enlightning of the Spirit of 
God. So that matters of faith we cannot only 
not by reason comprehend them, but they 
seem foolishness unto all them that will no 
further give credit unto things than they be 
demonstrated by reason : which made the 
Apostles, wh^n tbe women came from the 
Sepulchre, and told them that Christ was 
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risen^ not only not to believe them, but that 
their words seemed unto them as a feigned 
thing, and a mere fable that had no truth in 
it (Luke c. 24, v. 1 i) : and therefore Christ 
saith in the Gospel (Mat. c. 16, v. 24), If any 
man will follow me, let him forsake him- 
self, that is, his own reason most of all, that 
so he may believe others contrary unto it. 
And this is that which is so highly com- 
mended by the Spirit of God in our Father 
Abraham (Rom. c. 4, v. 18), that he above 
all hope (that reason could afford him) 
believed under hope, that he should be the 
father of many nations : for he considered 
not his own body, which was now dead, 
(that is, void of strength, and unmeet to 
get children,) being almost an hundred 
years old : neither the deadness of Sarah^s 
womb : neither did he doubt of the pro- 
mise of God through unbelief; but was 
stren^hened in faith, and gave glory to 
God, being fully assured that he that had 
proniised it, wias able to do it : where we 
see, that renouncing his own reason, which 
would have held him in unbelief, he rested 
upon the truth and power of God, and so 
believed above that by reason could be 
shewed him, or he able to conceive : and 
so must we do also. 
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The Apostle saith (Heb. c. 11, v. 3)^ 
that through faith we understand that the 
world was ordained by the word of God, 
and that the things which we see, are not 
made of things which did appear : that is, 
that this great and beautiful frame of the 
world was made of nothing, is a matter not 
to be comprehended by any reason, but 
only by faitn : which made not only the 
Epicures, but also some of the wisest philo- 
sophers to hold, that the world was eternal : 
for it was unto them a principle in reason, 
that of nothing comes nothing, neither can 
you 80 multiply nothing, that there should 
come any thing of it. Therefore the Apos- 
tle saith, that he that will hold that all these 
things, which we see in heaven and earth, 
were ma^de of nothing, he must believe it 
above all reason. 

And who caa by any reason conceive 
the truth of this article of our faith. The 
resurrection of the body? that is, that 
th^se very bodies of our's, being turned 
into dust and ashes, the same in every part 
ancj member should be raised up again, 
l^ome of the wiser sort of the Heathen did 
aqknowledgQ the immortality of the soul, 
and that th^rq was a place of joy for thena 
that lived well, and of pain for them that 
sn^ery^i^ from the rijles of right reason, 
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after death. But that the isainne b6die8 of 
men should rise again, they did not ^6 
jtnuch as bnte dream of it, bec^iiul^e they 
could not comprehend it by any reason : 
therefore in that matter we itiust belifev^ 
others above all reason. 

The like is to be s^id of alms, which 
hath a promise of increase: so that by 
giving to the poor we shall not lose arty 
thing, but gain : which is a thing contrary 
to reason, that the more a man should give 
away from himself, the more he should 
enrich himself: and therefore few do be- 
lieve it, which maketh them covetous artd 
hard-hearted, and to be willing to depart 
from nothing, lest they should want them- 
selves : and especially to be most hard- 
hearted to their poor brethren in the times 
of scarcity and want, when they should be 
most liberal, and by that means best pro- 
vide for themselveis : which St. Paul was so 
fully persuaded of, that he doth commend 
it unto us by an excellent comparison/saying 
(2Cor. C.6, v.g), Hewhich soweth sparingly, 
shall reap also sparingly: and he that soweth 
liberally, shall reap also liberally. Where 
he compareth alms unto sowing of seed : the 
tnore a man soweth, the more he reapeth 
by God's blessing : the more a man giveth, 
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the more he receiveth by God's promise : 
the one we see by experience, which 
maketh men in the times of dearth and 
scarcity to sow most : the other we compre- 
hend by faith, which maketh the believer, 
in the hardest times, to be most liberal. 
Thus we see what unbelief is in us, in thai 
we give no credit unto others any further 
than we can conceive a reason of it : which 
is the same that was in St. Thomas : and 
yet he was cured of it ; and so may we by 
the same grace of God, if we will learn this 
lesson — that in the time of temptation we 
believe others above ourselves : which if we 
do not, it is the next way to remain in un- 
belief for ever ; but if we can come unto 
this, there is hope of us in time. 

The second degree of Thomas's unbelief, 
appears ia this v — that he would not only 
pot believe this, being thus often told him, 
divers times, and by sundry credible per- 
sons, but he will believe none but himself: 
for he saith in plain words. Except I see in 
his hands the print of the najls, I will not 
believe it. Which is, as if he had said, 
you indeed tell me thj^t you have seen 
Christ risen again, and so do divers others; 
I have beard these things often ; but I bav^ 
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not yet seen him myself ; what others have 
seen, that appertains not unto me, unless t 
see him myself I will not believe it. This 
therefore is. further to be considered, be- 
cause sometimes it falls out, that there is 
good cause why we should not believe a 
thing spoken often and by many. 

And if they be of any good credit, 
though there be no cause in truth to sus- 
pect them, yet it may seem unto us that 
there is some : and hereupon it cometh to 
pass, that some in their unbelief take ex- 
ception against the preachers, and think 
that they have some cause why they should 
not believe them in the things that they 
have preached unto them, though in truth 
there be none. But yet to be altogether of 
this mind that St. Thomas was here in this 
matter, that we will believe none in the 
world but ourselves, that seemeth to be 
such a thing as wanteth all colour of 
reason. And yet thus unreasonable is un- 
belief, as we see most clearly in this exam- 
ple : for he saith very peremptorily, that 
unless I myself do see in his hands the 
print of the nails, I will not believe it. He 
doth not say, unless better men than you 
do tell me so; or unless I hear more in 
number ; or unless I hear better reason for 

E2 
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this matter than I do yet, I will not be- 
lieve it : but if all men in the world tell me 
of it never so often, unless I see him mine 
own self, I will believe none of them : which 
is as if he had said, In this case I will be* 
lieve myself, and nobody else. 

We see then whither unbelief will drive 
us if we give place to it, even that we shall 
believe none but ourselves. And indeed so 
it is in all sorts in whom it reigneth, they 
will believe no more from any man than 
they can persuade themselves by their own 
reason : unto that they obstinately stick 
against all men : and so are not ashamed to 
say, I will believe none of you all ; I will 
believe mine own self, and further I will not 
be led by any : no man shall draw me to 
believe that which mine own reason tells 
me not. And thus they so much abound 
in their own sense through unbelief, that 
they persuade themselves that they have 
more reason for that they hold, than all 
other men have for the contrary. 

And so let men say never so much against 
that which they have conceived themselves, 
they still imagine that they have some- 
thing to say against it, and some reason 
why they should not believe them. And 
this is most true, not only in matters of 
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faith^ but for Yifc and conversation : which 
is the cause both tftat Papists and other 
heretics are so obstinately addicted to their 
errors, and also wicked men so altogether 
wedded unto their sins, that neither the 
one nor the other can be reclaimed from 
them. And therefore when men have said 
what they can, they will not give them 
over, for they have determined to believe 
none but themselves : and of this mind 
will they be, till God rid them of their un- 
belief: and then the saying of Christ shall 
be verified upon them, Blessed are they, 
that have not seen, and have believed (John 
c. 20, V. 29) : that is, they shall believe 
others besides themselves, and so blessed 
shall ibey be : as indeed this is the way to 
faith, and so to blessedness, to distrust our- 
selves, and to believe the servants of God, 
speaking unto us in his name : of whom 
(Jhrist hath said (Mat. c. 10, v. 40), he 
that receiveth you, and your doctrine, re- 
ceiveth me. 

And that we might come unto this, we 
are to remember, that true faith yields unto 
the bare Word of God against our own rea- 
son ; and so giveth glory unto God, as the 
Apostle saith (Rom. c. 4, v. 20), acknow- 
ledging, and reverencing his truth, mercy^ 
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and power, where we can see no reason of 
it, and so praising him for the same, and 
resting in it. Which we see to be true in 
Abraham, not only in the birth of Isaac, 
which was beyond the course of nature, and 
so above all reason : but also in the offer- 
ing up of the said Isaac his son, whoin he 
loved, and in whom he received the pro- 
mises, even that with him God would esta- 
blish his covenant, and with his seed after 
him for ever (Gen. c. 17, v. 11): and there- 
fore take away him, and take away all, and 
the hope of all : and yet at the command- 
ment of God he was contended to offer him 
up for a burnt offering in mount Moriah 
(c. 22, V. 10) : which he did by faith, as 
the Apostle saith : for he considered that 
God was able to raise him up even from the 
dead (Heb. c. 11, v. 19) : and so he mea- 
sured the performances of the promises of 
God, not by his own reason, though never 
so great, but by the truth and power of 
God. 

The like may be said of Noah concern- 
ing the building of the Ark, of whom it is 
said (ver. 17), that by faith he being 
warned of God of the things which were 
not as yet seen, moved with reverence, 
jfrepared the ark to the saving of his 
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hou^bold. In which matter if he had 
consttlted with flesh and blood, and con- 
ferred with his own reason, he should never 
have undertaken so great a matter. For 
how could he thereby imagine that all the 
world should be drowned except his family, 
and that they should be saved, and all the 
rest perish: when by the space of 120 
years, he both preparing tne ark and 
preaching their destruction, not one man 
or woman would believe it besides his own 
family of eight persons ; might not he have 
thought that he was deceived rather than 
they all ? And how could he have hope 
that four men should govern so great a 
vessel, wherein should be male and female 
at the least of every living thing upon the 
earth and in the air, with sufficient provi- 
sion for them all for the space of an whole 
year ; and that not in the great ocean sea, 
but when the whole world was a sea ? And 
where could he think to have means to take 
and bring in all these fowls of the heaven, 
and beasts of the earth ? and how could 
they attend upon them all to feed them, 
and to do all things necessary unto them ? 
And many more things might be put into 
his head, to cause him to desist from this 
work^ as a tbin^ impossible : and tvo doubt 
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he was subject unto many of these, and 
such like temptations, but the Apostle 
fiheweth us, how he overcame them all, 
even by faith : whose nature and property 
is, to rely upon the commandment and 
promise of God above all reason, and con- 
trary unto it. 

But on the other side unbelief, which is 
contrary unto faith, that resteth wholly and 
only upon reason ; insomuch that, unless 
they can see some reason how that may be 
done that is said and promised, they will 
not believe it, they think it impossible, they 
reject it as an unreasonable thmg. A most 
lively pattern whereof we have in that great 
man of Samaria, in the days of Ahab king 
of Israel, at what time by reason of the 
siege of the king of Aram, there was such an 
extreme famine, that women did eat their 
own children (2 Kings c. 6, v. 28). Then 
the prophet Elisha did prophesy unto them 
great plenty on the sudden, even the next 
day following. To whom this great prince, 
on whose hand the king leaned, answered 
and said (c. 7, v. 2), Though the Lord 
would make windows in heaven, could this 
thing come to pass ? as though he had said, 
this is impossible, though the Lord shall 
Tain down corn from heaven among u^ ; for 
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he could not conceive by any reason, how 
either the siege should be so suddenly 
raised ; or if it were, how it should come to 
pass, that corn being so unreasonably dear 
to-day, it should be so exceedingly cheap 
to-morrow. But God verified his own word 
unto them at the time appointed, and this 
man saw it with his eyes, but never tasted 
of it, because of his unbelief. For the king 
Appointed him to be governor, and to sit 
in the gate of the city, to see the corn sold 
to the people, who so thronged, that they 
trod upon him, and there he died (ver. 20). 
The whole world is full of this unbelief, 
that they will believe no more than their 
own reason persuades them unto : and that 
which goetn against their reason they are 
ready to cross it, though it be never so true. 
For how many are there, that have set 
down with themselves, that whatsoever the 
preachers say, they have determined a 
course, which they think they have good 
reason for : in that they mind to continue j 
beyond that they will not go; they are so 
settled, that out of it they will not be re- 
moved; they hope they are not now to 
l^arn ; they are too old to be taught ; they 
trust that they have not lived so long for- 
nothing ; they have wit and reason as well as 
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other men ; and so that which they have 
conceived they will stick unto^ that course 
they have entered into they purpdse to 
continue in, and in that they mind to live 
and die ; and this course they hold for 
doctrine both of faith and manners, for du- 
ties to God and to men ; and thus they 
will believe none but themselves, and their 
own reason. 

And thus, though they come to the 
church from day to day, they come not to 
learp any thing, they have determined be- 
forehand what they mean to do. They 
will learn of no man, they can teach them- 
selves sufficiently. Whereupon it cometh 
to pass, that though they daily hear their 
sins rebuked, they will amend nothing; 
and the judgments of God denounced 
against them, they will believe nothing : 
they think they have better reason for 
their doings, tnan any man can have 
against them. And if they be called upon 
to increase in knowledge and godliness, and 
•o to go on to perfection ; they stand still 
at a stay, and think it not necessary ; they 
like well of their own doings, and no man 
shall remove them from tbem; they will 
beliieve none but tbcmsdi^ei.: unless I see 
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reason for it mine own selF^ I will not be- 
lieve you. 

Thus through unbelief the word is 
choaked in the greatest part of the hearers, 
as our Saviour Christ sheweth in the para- 
ble of the seed : and it profiteth them not 
one whit, no more than it did the Jews 
when it was preached unto them, because 
it was not mixed with faith in them that 
heard it (Acts c. 4, v. 2). And so that is 
the very cause, why in this long time of 
preaching, there hath been so little good 
done, even the great unbelief that reigneth 
in men every where. Of which the pro- 
phet Isaiah nad too great experience in his 
time in them to whom he preached, and 
doth with great grief complain of it, when 
he crieth out thus pathetically, who will 
believe our report? and to whom is the 
arm of the Lord revealed ? (Isa. c. 53, l) : 
meaning, that none would believe it, but 
those whose hearts God touched by his 
holy Spirit. And thus by their doings 
men do too apparently shew, that though 
they do not utter it with their mouths, yet 
they say it with their hearts, that let men 
say what they will, because as they think 
they have some realson against it^ they will 
behave npne but themselves. 
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Let us labour to see this unbelief in 
ourselves in any measure that we have 
it, and be sorry for it, and strive against 
it: and pray God to forgive us, and help, 
us. And that we might this way be 
holpen, let us not be too much addicted 
to our reason, and measure things by it : . 
for our natural reason being corrupt, 
it doth not only not further us unto 
faith, but doth sometimes hinder us from 
it; not only because faith is of things 
above reason, but contrary unto it. There- 
fore in the matter of our salvation we must 
be so far from being addicted to our own 
will and reason, as that we must utterly 
deny it, that we might believe : as the 
Apostle St. Thomas should have done here: 
and have said, though this that you tell me 
be a matter impossible in mine understand- 
ing and reason, and I cannot possibly con- . 
ceive how it should be: yet because so 
many of you being of conscience to speak 
the truth, I believe it. 

And thus did Abraham concernmg the 
promise which God had made unto him 
(Rom. c. 4, V. 20) : for it is said, that be, 
did not deapi3e or reason against the prq- , 
mise of God through unly^lief : where ^hese ; 
two are joined together as ^xbordinate, and 
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come helping one the other, namely, rea- 
son and unbelief, and not reason and faith. 
15o that if we hearken to reason, it will 
cause us to doubt rather than believe: and 
the next way to believe, is not to listen or 
give credit unto the disputes aqd doubts 
that reason will minister unto us. For it 
'is able to object many things a^rainst that 
'^hich we should believe; and therefore if 
vre will be Christ's disciples, we must deny 
not only all our sinful affections that might 
draw us from obeying his doctrine, but our 
reason especially, which might dissuade 
from believing it. That when our reason 
shall tell us one thing, as that we may con- 
tinue in our sins a while longer, we may 
repent at leisure, and be saved well enough ; 
and that the way to heaven is not so strait 
as men speak of: and then we shall hear 
the contrary out of God's word daily, we 
must believe that contrary to our reason, 
if we will be saved. For Thomas remain- 
ing in this unbelief, he might have perished 
for ever, but that Christ had mercy on him 
extraordinarily, and yielded unto his un- 
belief for the good of the Church ; that for 
his sake, he might shew himself unto his 
Apostles after his resurrection another time. 
Therefore first of all let us pray to God 
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to sanctify our reason, and to enlighten it 
by his holy Spirit, that we may be capable 
of the mysteries of the word of God : as 
David doth, Open mine eyes, that I may 
see the wonders of thy law (Fsal. 1 19, v. 18). 
And secondly, when we come to hear and 
read the word of God, let us bring these 
minds with us, that what reason soever we 
seemed to have for our opinions and doings 
before, whin we shall hear the contrary 
avouched by the servants of God, and 
proved out of the Scripture, we give them 
over, and credit them above ourselves. And 
let us renounce that reason of our's, that 
shall minister unto us any thing against 
that which hath been taught us ont of the 
Scripture, and not hearken unto it. For if 
we should hold the Angels of God accursed, 
if they deliver any thing to us contrary to 
the written word of God (Gal. c. 1, v. 8) ; 
then much more should we accurse and 
deny our own reason, that should suggest 
any thing unto us contrary to the same : and 
let us not after so long time of preaching 
be still of this mind, that we will believe 
none but ourselves. 

A THIRD degree of the unbelief of St. Tho- 
mas appeareth in this, that he saith, £xce|)t 
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I 4e^ in his hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the 
nails, and put n)y hand into his side, I will 
not believe it. For, as though it had not 
b^n sufficient that he had said, that he 
would believe none of them ; nor any other 
*that should tell him as much as thfy did : 
he would believe none but himself: he 
further addeth, that unless he might see in 
his hands and feet the print of the nails, 
ttrtd put in his finger into them, he would 
hot believe it. Which is as if he had said, 
if I may not only see himself, as you say 
you have done ; but tn^y be sure of it, apd 
therefore may also see in his body these 
marks that he had on the pross, and espe- 
cially if I may come so near unto him that 
I may feel them, and put my finger into 
them, I will beheve it ; otherwise I will 
tiot. So that he will no further believe, 
for all their sayings, than his outward 
senses shall persuade him ; and namely, 
his sight and feeling: if I may see and 
feel, I will believe, and till then I will not 
believe. 

' Oh, wonderful infidelity : especially in 
one that was so near Christ, ^nd had been so 
long time conversant with him. For what 
if Christ had never appeared unto him, nor 

f 2 
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unto any other of the Apostles : was it not 
sufficient unto them, that he had often be- 
fore in their hearing said, that he should 
be put to death, and the third day rise 
again (Mat. c. l6, v. 31, c. 17, v. 9, and 
c. 265 V. 32) : and that they were charged 
to shew no man that vision which they 
saw upon the mountain, until he was risen 
again from the dead: and after I am risen 
again, I will go before you into Galilee? 
Should they not have been left without 
excuse in their unbelief? Seeing they had 
heard it from his own mouth so often be- 
fore his death : and now after his resur- 
rection divers credible women did tell 
them that they had seen him risen again^ 
according as he had often told them. 

Besides, if he were of that mind, and 
thought that he had good reason for it, that 
he would not believe, unless he did thus 
see and feel him, why may not other be of 
the same mind too ? and so Christ should 
have remained upon the earth unto this 
day, and not have ascended into heaven : 
or else often since he should have descended 
to shew himself to those that should be*, 
lieve : if none would believe further than 
they should see and feel. Moreover after 
that he had thus seen him and felt hiiq 
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himself, would he not have thoi^ht it 
slrange, if others would not have believed 
him, when he preached unto them the re- 
surrection of Christ? why then doth he 
nake such a straight rule to himself} 

Surely, that in him we might see a pat- 
tern of that great weakness that is in us, 
and how full of unbelief we be: and a 
lively example of the great mercy of Christ 
in bearing with sinners in the same : and 
by all means putting them out of the same 
in time, that they might be saved. 

And why doth he say thus rather than 
any thing else, Except I may see and feel^ 
&,c.} Are these two senses ^uch sure judges 
of the truth that they cannot be deceived ? 
May not a man think that he seeth and 
Jfeeleth that whidi he doth not ? and may 
he not again doubt, whether he seeth and 
feeleth that which indeed he doth? How 
came it to pass that when Elisha had caused 
water to come miraculously into a valley of 
the wilderness, for the Kings of Israel^ 
of Judah, and of Edom, that the Moabites 
when as early in the morning the sun rpse 
4ipon the water, and they saw the w;ate^ as red 
as blood over against them, they said. This is 
blood : the kings are surely slain, and one 
hath smitten another: bu^ when they came 
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to the host of Israel they found it other- 
wise. And as the si^ht of these men de- 
ceived them, so did the feeHng of Isaac de- 
ceive him in his old age. For his son J^cob 
coming unto him in the person and habit 
of his elder brother Esau to receive the 

« 

blessing : when he felt the roughness of his 
neck and hands, which Rebeckah had co- 
vered with skins, he judged by his feeling 
that it was Esau. For he said, Come near, 
my son, that I may feel thee, whether 
thou be my son Esau or no ; and when he 
had felt him he said, The hands are the 
hands of Esau. 

Thus we see that sight and feeling may 
easily be deceived : and yet this is the na* 
ture of unbelief, to give credit more unto 
these deceivable senses, than to many other 
things that are more sure and certain. 
And many men in matters of faith will 
almost believe nothing, until such time as 
they see and feel them : and therefore 
when they are taught what in heaven is 
prepared for them that serve God ; what in 
hell for them that disobey him ; they are 
ready to say, who hath seen them ? giving 
ns to understand, that they will not believe 
them until they either see them, or feel 
them themselves. Was not this unbelief 
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universally spread over the face of the 
whole world before the flood, when Noah 
the preacher of righteousness declared unto 
them the judgment of God that should 
come upon them for their sins ; and namely, 
that God would bring a flood of waters upoa 
the earth to destroy all flesh wherein was 
the breath of life under the heaven, be- 
cause all flesh had corrupted his way, and 
the earth was filled with cruelty ; and thuji 
he continued preaching 120 years: but 
none of them believed it, though they saw 
liim also all this while preparing the ark for 
the savingof himself and his family. And 
tbBrefore they continued still in their imr 
penitence, and in t^ieir sins, till the flood 
came and took them all away. And so 
they said to Noah, some in their thought^ 
some in their words, as Thomas did here ia 
another case to the Apostles : You say that 
the world shall be drowned, but except we 
sea the rain come in such measure, and 
feel it, we will not believe it. 

And was not the like infidelity afterward^ 
in all the men of Sodom, where just JLoJ: 
lived, and was vexed with their uncleanly 
conyersation : for which he denounced 
God's judgment agaiust them : and at the 
last by special revelation of the Angels thajt 
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were sent unto them, he said unto his sons- 
in-law which had married his daughters, 
Arise, go out of this place, for the Lord will 
destroy this city; but he seemed tb his 
sons-in-law as though he had mocked. Thus 
they would not believe it, because they 
«aw it not, nor any hkehhood of it, till 
fire and brimstone came down from heaven, 
and fell upon them, and consumed them. 
'And so they being condemned, and the city 
overthrown, they were made an exatnple 
tinto them that after should live ungodly, 
and which would not beheve the truth of 
God's judgments against sin in the mouths 
of his servants any further than they shall 
see and feel themselves. 
' Thus we see how common this is atnong 
all unbelievers, so far as infidelity prevail- 
€th with them, that they will believe no- 
thing that is threatened against sin any 
further than they see and feel it themselves. 
When in the famine of Samaria there was 
exceeding great plenty against the next 
day promised by Elisha the Prophet, 
did not one of the Princes say, when 
I see it, I will believe it, and not before. 
Whereupon this answer was given unto 
him, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine 
eyes, but thou shalt not eat thereof. And 
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so unbelief discredits not only the threaten- 
ings, but the promises, except they can 
see them with their eyes, and feel them 
with their hands : of which we shall speak 
more afterwards. 

Doth not St. Peter say, that there 
shall come mockers in these last days, 
which will walk after their lust^ and say, 
where is the promise of his coming ? for 
since the fathers died, all things continue, 
ahke from the beginning of the creation.- 
Wherein he sheweth how men through un- 
belief will make a mock of Christ's second 
coming, and of the end of the world, and of 
the day of judgment: because with their 
eyes they do not see any such thing likely 
to come to pass : when they shall see some 
great alteration in heaven and in earth, 
bending that way, they will believe it, and 
no sooner, nor any further. 

And we find by experience the truth of 
this daily in many, that they -will believe 
nothing of this matter any further than they 
can see themselves. And our Saviour Christ 
in the Gospel hath foretold ^nd forewarned 
us of this, when, as he saith (Luke c. 17, v.^6). 
As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be 
in the days of the Son of Man : they eat,.^ 
they drank, they bought, they said, they 
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married wives, and gave in marriage, unto 
the day that Noah went into the ark, and 
the flood came and destroyed them all. 

Likewise a!so, as it was in the days of 
Lot, they ate, they drank, they planted, 
they built: but in the day that Lot went 
out of Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone 
from heaven, and destroyed them all : after 
these ensamples shall it be, when the Son 
of Man shall be revealed : that is, not only 
it shall come suddenly and all things shaM 
continue in their ordinary course : but men 
shall then give themselves to all pleasure 
pnd worldliness : and shall neither believe 
it, nor think of it, till it come: as the 
men of the old world did not : of whom 
the Evangelist St. Matthew saith, that they 
knew nothing, till the flood came and tooK 
them all away : so shall also the coming of 
the Son of Man be. They knew nothing, 
not that they had not heard of it, for Noah 
did preach unto them an 1 20 years before : 
but they did not believe it, nor regard it,, 
because they saw it not : even so shall it be 
towards the end of the wotld : th6ugh they 
have heard of these things an hundred 
times, yet they will know nothing till they 
see it. 

And n^ only this sin reigneth in the 
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wicked, that they will believe no more of 
the promises and threatenings ; of the joys 
of heaven, and pains of hell, than they can 
see and feel themselves: and so because 
they do neither of them yet, they will be- 
lieve none of them, let men say what they 
will, and never so long ; and so they go on 
in their sins, and live thereafter ; which is 
greatly to be lamented. But also if we 
will examine ourselves and other men, we 
shall find, that this was in ourselves and in 
them, till the Lord had mercy upon us: 
I'hat though we had often heard that God 
was just, and would punish sin, yet we pre- 
sumed otherwise, and did not believe it, 
because we escaped a while in our sins, 
and did not see and feel the truth of it in 
ourselves ; and by that means went on, and 
were hardened in our sins. And so that 
was verified in us, as well as in others, 
which the Lord complaineth of by his 
Prophet, These things hast thou done, and 
I held my tongue : therefore thou thought- 
est that I was like thee: but I will reprove 
thee, and set them in order before thee 
(Psal. 50, V. 21). 

And thus not only before our calling, in- 
fidelity did wholly bear the sway in us, but 
also since that time a great remnant of it 
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still remaineth in us : so that in many 
things we will believe no further than we 
see and feel, especially in the time of 
temptation : for if we be ip any great trou- 
ble, and then if there be a messenger of 
God sent unto us Job, or an interpreter 
of his word, one of a thousand, as Elihu 
calleth him, who shall bid us be of good 
comfort, and put our trust in God, he 
will help us and deliver us in his good 
time ; and declare unto us many promises 
of his word to that end : we then, if we 
want means to help ourselves, we are ready 
to say, O but I see not how and which 
way that should be. So that if we did 
presently enjoy the promised help that we 
might feel it, or had means to bring it to 
pass that we might see it, we say we would 
believe it, or else not. So our faith goeth 
no farther to comfort us than our senses of 
seeing and feeling. And this is too true 
in what affliction soever we be, either of 
poverty, sickness, or any other distress. 

And this unbelief of our's is so much the 
more dangerous and the more deeply rooted 
in us, because though we have nad expe- 
rience of God's goodness towards ourselves 
in time past, wherein we may remember 
how he hath holpen and delivered us 
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beyond all that we could foresee, or have 
any hope of; yet at another time we trust 
him and his word no further than we can 
see ourselves. Thus the people of Israel 
doubted of the power of God, whether he 
would give them flesh in-the wilderness ac- 
cording to their desire, though they had seen 
his power before in giving them water out 
of the hard rock : whereof David speaketh 
after this manner (Psal. 78, v. 1 8), They 
tempted God in their hearts, in requiring 
meat for their lust : they spake against 
God also, saying, Can God prepare a table 
in the wilderness ? Behold, he smote the 
rock, that the water gushed out, and the 
streams overflowed : can he give bread 
also ? or prepare flesh for his people ? 
Where he aggravateth their sin of infide- 
lity, in that they seeing before how he be- 
yond all hope brought water plentifully out 
of the rock to supply their want, they did 
now doubt that they should have no flesh, 
though Moses had promised it unto them 
from God, because they could not see how 
in the wildnerness such abundance should 
be prepared for so great a people, that every 
one might have enough. 

And we ourselves are subject to the like, 
not only in these outward things, and are 
therein too much misled, bec^wsfc^^^^^ 
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wholly upon our outward senses ; but. also 
in the matter of our salvation, therein our 
unbelief doth especially shew itself, so that 
we can hardly or not at all believe any 
thing beyond our sense and feeling. For 
when we are humbled under the weighty 
hand of God with the sight of our corrup- 
tion and sins, and have the feeling of God's 
wrath upon us for them in any measure ; 
then, though we hear the comfortable pro- 
mises of the Gospel made to all that un- 
feignedly turn from them : As there is no 
condemnation to them, that are in Christ 
Jesus, which walk not after the flesh, but 
after the spirit (Rom. c. 8, v. l) : and If 
you will inwardly wash and make your- 
selves clean from them, and take away the 
evil of your works from before your eyes ; 
cease to do evil, and learn to do good: 
though your sins were as crimson, they 
shall be made white as snow: though 
they were red as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as wool (Isaiah c. 1, v. l6) : that is^ 
if you leave them, I am ready to forgive 
them^ though they be never so many : and 
then we find by the grace of God, that we 
utterly detest them, and are weary of them, 
as of an importable burthen, and have cast 
them away from us, as a filthy cloth ? yet 
because we see not the light of God's 
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countenance shining clearly upon us, and 
have not the feeling of his love poured 
into our hearts, we cannot believe the par- 
don of them as we ought. And unto all 
the promises that are brought for our com- 
fort, we are ready to object : alas, we have 
no feeling of that which is said unto us. 
Which is as if we should thus speak : you 
say thus and thus unto me, but I can have 
no comfort in it; for unless I see it and 
feel it, I will not believe it. Which unbe- 
lief, though it be very great, yet Christ 
Jesus doth bear with them a while in it, 
and help them of it in due season, as he did 
his servant Thomas the Apostle here. 

And truly as the Devil did by God's per- 
mission thus far prevail with the Apostle 
St. Thomas that he was brought to this 
strait, that without seeing and feeling he 
would not believe ; so with this one temp- 
tation of his he hath so mightily prevailed 
against many of the best servants of God, 
that he hath brought them to a very low 
ebb, even ahxiost to their wits* end. For 
besides that he hath driven them to this 
extremity, which is very great, that they 
will believe no more of God's favour to- 
wards them than they can see and feel in 
themselves; he hath gained this also at 
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their hands, which is much more: thapt 
because they have no feeling, therefore they 
say they have no faith : as though these 
two were both one, feehng and faith ; or as 
though they were always necessarily joined 
together. 

And hereupon have come the great com- 
plaints and outcries, which some of them 
have made against themselves in the time 
of their trouble : and not only of those who 
have grossly and apparently fallen into 
some sin, and therefore there was some 
manifest cause of it, but of those also 
which have lived blamelessly, neither have 
been tainted with any great sin : and yet 
both of them in the time of their tempta- 
tion have uttered many bitter words against 
themselves; as that they are altogether 
out of the favour of God ; that they are 
not in the number of them that shall be 
saved ; they have no part in Christ ; they 
are none of God s children ; and such like. 
And why so? for say they, they have no 
sight and feeling of their favour of God in 
themselves, and therefore they have no 
faith, neither can have; for except they 
have some feeling in their hearts, they can- 
not believe. 

And this temptation hath lien upon the 
conscience of some more heavily, and of 
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others less : upon some longer, upon others 
shorter time : even as it hath pleased the 
Lord either in wisdom to try the one, or 
in mercy to succour the other. This was 
that which did so oppress David, as appear- 
eth in many Psalms, that he was almost in 
despair of himself: when he said (PsaK 13, 
V. 1), How long wilt thou forget me, for 
ever ? how long wilt thou hide thy face 
*from me r and will the Lord absent him- 
self for ever ? and will he shew no more 
favour? is his mercy clean gone for ever? 
and doth his promise fail for evermore ? 
hath God forgotten to be merciful? and 
hath he shut up his tender mercy in dis- 
pleasure? (Psal. 77, V. 7): and. My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me ? and 
art so far from my health, and from the 
voice of my roaring ? I cry by day, but 
thou hearest not; and by night, but have 
no audience (Psal. 22, v. l). And thus he 
continued, till it pleased God for our in- 
struction and comfort to give him victory ; 
partly by. considering the former merciftil 
dealing of God towards himself and others ; 
partly by meditating upon the constant 
truth.of his promises, which made him at 
the last trust unto him^ and depend upon 
him without any present help or feeling. 
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And thusheendeth the 38th Psalm, which 
he made to put himself in remembrance of 
some great affliction of God that was upon 
him, and therefore entitles it a Psalm of 
Remembrance : in which are many griev- 
ous complaints both of his sins, and of the 
punishment of them, without any feeling 
of present help and comfort ; only he 
saith (ver. 15), that he would wait upon 
God, hoping that he would shew himself 
favourable in time, though he had no pre- 
sent feeling of it. And so must we do in 
the like case. But in the mean season we 
see, that this measure of unbelief that was 
in the Apostle St. Thomas, that he would 
believe no more than he could see and 
feel, is and hath been in others also, and 
that all of us are subject unto it more 
or less. 

But that we may arm ourselves suffici- 
ently against this grievous temptation, and 
comfortably support ourselves when we 
shall fall into it, we mnst consider that faith 
and feeling are not only not all one, nor 
always joined together, but also that they 
are many times severed in the children of 
God ; so that there is &ith, where there is 
not nor can be any present feeling : yea^ 
that the greatest £uth sometimes is^ where 
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there is no feeling at all. And to this end 
we must remember what the Apostle saith 
of the nature of faith^ It is the ground of 
things which are hoped for, and the evi- 
dence of things which are not seen (Heb. 
c. 11, V. 1). Wher^he saith, that faith is 
of such things as we see not, and of those 
things which are but hoped for, and we as 
yet have not the present possession and 
feeling of them, and yet we believe them. 
And this he proveth by most excellent ex- 
amples, when as first of all he addeth 
(ver.3), Through faith we understand that 
the world was ordained by the word of 
God : so that the things which we see are 
not made of things which did appear : that 
is, we know by faith, that the whole world 
was made of nothing, and this verily we 
believe : but who did, or ever could see 
this ? Therefore we do, and must believe 
that which we have not, neither can see ; 
and so we have the knowledge of it by. 
faith, and not by sight. 
: Secondly, he thus speaketh there of the 
faith of Noah (ver. 7), that he being warned 
of God 6f the things which were as yet not 
seen, moved with reverence, prepared the 
ark to the saving of his household. Where 
two things are noted, he believed that 
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which he could not see : 1st. that all the 
world should be drowned for their sins ; 
2dly, that by repentance and faith himself 
had found favour with God, and should be 
saved in the waters : and therefore he made 
the ark according to God's commandment 
long before he saw the flood, or any token 
of it, that he might be saved in it. And 
so he believed the judgment of God to 
come upon the wicked, and salvation pro- 
mised to himself, though he could not see, 
nor have any present feeling of either of 
them. And this is that operation of faith 
which it must have in us ; even to cause us 
to believe both the threatenings of God's 
judgments against impenitent sinners, and 
the promises of salvation to them that walk 
before him in truth, though we have no 
present sight or feeling either of the one or 
of the other. For we must consider the 
constant truth of God's word, both in his. 
justice and mercy, which in time shall be 
verified, though for the present there be no 
visible signs and tokens thereof to be seen 
or felt of ourselves, or any other. 

The third example is of Sarah, the mo- 
ther of us all : of whom it is said (ver. 11), 
that through faith she received strength to 
conceive seed, and was delivered of a child. 
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wherr she was past age/ because she judged 
him faithful which had promised. When 
a man-child was first promised unto her, 
being both old and barren ; as long as she 
measured things by sight and feeling, she 
believed not tliis, neither could: For she 
saw, that it ceased to be with her after the 
manner of women, therefore she laughed at 
it within herself, as at a thing impossible 
(Gen. c. 18, V. ll) : for which she was re- 
proved with these words, Shall any thing 
be hard to the Lord ? But when she gave 
over consulting with reason, she believed 
not only without, but clean contrary to all 
sense and feeling : for she looked only to 
this, that he was just and true who had 
promised it unto her ; and by this faith 
was made fruitful. So in matters of faith 
we must not look to what we see and feel in 
ourselves, or in any means to effect them ; 
but what God hath promised, and how 
faithful he is to perform. 

And so did Abraham, of whom it is 
written (Gen. c. 15, v. 5), that the Lord 
brought him forth, and said, Look up now 
to heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able 
to number them : and he said unto him. 
So shaill thy seed be : and Abraham believed 
the Lord. And the Apostle cdmmendeth 
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this faith in him so much the more, bie* 
cause he considered not his owil body, 
which was now dead ; (that is, void of 
strength and vigour to get children), being 
almo3t an hundred years old : neither the 
deadpess of Sarah's womb, who was both 
aged and barren (Rom. c. 4^ v. 19). Both 
which if he had looked unto, he could have 
had no slight or feeling of that which was 
promised ; for they were directly against it. 
But he gave this glory to God (ver. 20), 
that he was fully assured, that he that had 
promised it^ was able to do it: and so 
above hope, he believed under hope, that 
he should be the father of many nations^ 
according to that which was spoken unto 
him. So shall thy seed be. And so he be- 
lieved that which he neither had, nor 
could have any present sight or feeling of. 

Thus bpth Abraham and Sarah believed 
that which they could have no feeling of in 
themselves ; and so must all the sons of 
Abraham, and daughters of. Sarah. And 
thus tado is not only faith, but the great- 
est faith. For if they could have seen how 
this might have been been done, and have 
felt such strength in their bodies^ that they 
might perceive it very likely by the course 
of nature ; then it had been no great matter. 
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to believe it: nay it had been great infide- 
lity not to believe it. So for us to believe 
the promises of God, when we may see and 
feel how they may be performed, that is. 
a matter of no moment ; but when all 
things go against them, and we have no 
sight or feeling at all in ourselves of that 
wnich is said unto us; then to believe 
God, and to give this glory unto him that 
he is able to perform it, is a matter of great 
faith. And therefore here it is said of 
Abraham, not only that he believed, but 
that he was not weak in faith (ver. 19) : 
that is, very strong and constant in faith. 
So that the opirit of God commendeth this 
in him, as an high degree of faith, that Fie 
believed without sight or feeling ; to shew 
us that faith is so many times severed from 
feeling, that it is then the strongest, when 
we constantly believe that, which we nei- 
ther see nor feel, but wait upon God for 
them both. 

And this is that which was in our Sa- 
viour Christ also : who though he did 
always put his trust in his father, and was 
sure that he loved him ; and his faith this 
way was as precious and pure as gold ; yet 
it did most , of all shew itself in his full 
strength, when he came to si^ffer upon the 
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cross : when it was so many ways assaulted, 
that contrary to all sense and feeling he 
remained constant, and so overcame; to 
succour all those that shall be oppressed 
with the temptations of unbelief, because 
they have no feeling. For when things 
did lie so heavy upon him, he being then 
to bear all our sins and corruptions, and iii 
them to appear before God his Father, and 
to answer for them, yea to satisfy his 
wrath by enduring the full punishment of 
them ; first of all it is written of him (Mat. 
c. 26 y V. 37), that he began to wax sorrow- 
ful, and grievously troubled in his mind : 
and this grief was so deadly, that he wits 
not able to contain it iq himself, but did 
bewray it with the most lamentable words 
linto his Disciples, that he might have 
comfort from them ; saying (ver.38). My 
soul is very heavy unto the death, tarry ye 
here, and watch with me: "and then be- 
cause his grief was not assuaged, he fell 
upon his face down to the ground, and 
prayed, saying (ver. 39), O my father, if 
it be possible, let this cup pass from me. 
And thus he prayed the second and third 
time. And that it might appear what un- 
comfortable striving he had m himself all 
this while, not only with death, but with , 
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the fearful judgment of his angry Father, 
it is further added (Luke c. 22, v. 44), that 
he fell into a great agony and distraction of 
mind, whereby all his body was distem- 
pered, so that for anguish his sweat was 
like drops of blood trickling down to the 
cold ground. 

And at the last when he was upon the 
cross, he was further assaulted with temp- 
tations from the speeches of men, even his 
enemies, which reviled him (Mat. c 27, 
V. 39), wagging their heads, and casting 
put many opprobrious speeches against 
him, saying (ver. 40), If thou be the Son of 
God, come down from the cross: he trusted 
in God, let him deliver him, if he will 
have him : for he said, I am the Son of 
God. Whereby his discomforts and dis- 
couragements for our sakes were so in- 
creased, that at the last he burst forth into 
these most lamentable words (ver. 46), and 
as the Evangelist saith, straining as it were 
all the parts of his body, and powers of 
his spirit, he cried with a loud voice. My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me? All this while what present sight 
^.nd feeling could he have of God's favour ? 
when as not only all things outwardly did 
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^heWy but his wordd also did abundantly de- 
clare, that inwardly he felt the contrary. 

Therefore his faith was now the greatest, 
as it was meet it should be, to encounter 
iand overcome so many and great tempta- 
tions : when as contrary to all these things 
which he saw and felt, he not only prayed 
tnost earnestly unto his father, and conti- 
nued therein praying three times the same 
words, with such fervency of spirit that 
betn^ upon the cold ground he* sweat 
water and blood; and he prayed in faith 
(Heb. c. 5, V. 7) : For when he did offer 
Up those prayers and supplications with 
strong crying and tears unto him that was 
able to save him from death, he was heard 
iti the thing which he feared ; and God 
sent an Angel unto him from heaven to 
comfort him (Luke c. 22, v. 43). Whereby 
he came to this resolution of mind, that he 
quietly submitted himself in these his suf- 
ferings unto the will of his father ; saying 
(Mark c. 14, v. 36), Abba, Father, all 
things are possible unto thee: take away 
this cup from me : nevertheless, not that I 
will, but that thou wilt be done. And 
being now at the point of death, and in the 
midst of all his sufferings, and in the height 
of his temptations, that it might appear 
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that he had overcome all, he cried out with 
a loud voice, straining himself to the utter- 
most when life was almost out of his weak 
and painful body. Father, into thine hands 
I commend my spirit (Luke c. 23, v. 46) ; 
and when he thus had said, he gave up the 
ghostj and quietly died. Which words of 
his being uttered with great zeal, did shew 
the excellency and perfection of his faith ; 
especially if we consider in what case he 
was then : and so his faith was the greatest, 
when he had the least feeling. 

. And thus no doubt the servants of God 
in their several afflictions of body and 
mind, and otherwise, are in measure made 
like unto Christ : when as having nothing, 
that by any sight or feeling inward or out- 
vfrard, might minister unto them any com- 
fort, and therefore in such cases thqy are 
greatly discouraged and cast down in them- 
selves ; yet they hold out constantly in 
th^m to the end : then the more like they 
are unto Christ in his sufferings, the more 
like shall they be unto hio]^ in his glory. 
For, then is their faith the greatest, when 
in this forlorn estate of their's (as it may 
seem) they can pray unto God as Christ; 
did, and seek for all help and comfort from j 
him : and never leave praying till God h^ar 

H2 
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them, as Christ continued in his prayef 
till an Angel was sent unto him. And in 
the mean time whatsoever becomes o( 
them, they with a quiet and meek spirit 
resign up themselves wholly to his blessed 
will, being contented whatsoever they de- 
sire, that not their own but God's will may 
take place: as Christ did when he said, 
Father, not mine, but thy will be done. 

And if they do so, that if affliction pre- 
sent, of what nature and kind soever, shall 
make an end of them, they can quietly and 
peaceably commend their souls and bodies^ 
even themselves wholly living and dying 
into his blessed hands; as Christ did also 
upon the cross, when he was ready to give 
up the ghost; being persuaded that no- 
thing ever perished that was committed 
into his custody : according as he saith 
himself (John c. 17, v. 12), Those that 
thou gavest me have I kept, and none of 
them is lost, but the child of perdition ; 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled. If 
we can thus do, though^ all this while we 
have no feeling of any present comfort, yet 
it may be truly said unto us as it was to 
the woman of Canaan, who with many dis- 
couragements and without all sight or 
feeling of any favour from him^ pursued 
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our Saviour Christ with her prayers, and 
would not give over or take any repulse, 
O woman great is thy faith (Mat. c. 15, 
V. 28) : and, O man, great is thy faith, that 
doest thus, whosoever thou art. 

And we have a worthy example of the 
truth of this in one of the Martyrs of our 
own country, and in the memory of man, 
as it is largely set out by Mr. Fox in his la- 
borious work of the Acts and Monuments 
t)f the Church. The effect of which story 
shortly is this : — Mr. Robert Glover, of 
Coventry, gentleman, and Master of Arts 
in Cambridge, was in the reign of Queen 
Mary, with many the servants of Goa, by 
the malicious practices of the Papists ap- 
prehended, and brought before the Bishop 
of the diocese for his faith and religion, and 
after examination he was sent to prison; 
where he received great comfort from the 
Lord from time to time ; and as his afflic- 
tions did increase, so did the comforts of 
the Lord abound; till at the last by the 
permission of God, for his further trial and 
comfort, the Devil did greatly assault him 
in prison by the consideration of his un- 
worthiness to be counted in the number of 
those that should suffer for Christ's sake ; 
which temptation of the enemy, though he 
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did constantly resist at the first, yet after 
that he was condemned to death by the 
bishop, and was at the point to be delivered 
out of this world, it so happened that two 
or three days before the time of his burning, 
his heart being lumpish, and destitute of 
all spiritual consolation and feeling of 
God's favour, he felt in himself no aptness 
or willingness, but rather an heaviness 
and dulness of spirit, full of much discom- 
fort to bear, that bitter cross of martyrdom, 
ready now to be laid upon him. 

Whereupon he fearing himself, least 
the Lord had ntterlv withdrayvn his wonted 
favour from him, made his moan to one 
M. Austen Bernher, a minister, and a fami- 
liar friend of his; signifying unto him, 
how earnestly he had prayed day and night 
unto the^ Lord, and yet could receive ao 
motion, nor sense of any comfort from him^ 
Unto whom the said Austen , answering 
again, willed and desired him patiently to 
wait the Lord's pleasure, and howsoever 
his present feeling was/ yet seeing his cause 
was just and true, he exhorted him con- 
stantly to stick to the same, and play tliQ 
man: nothing misdoubting, but the Lord 
in time would visit him, and satisfy his de- 
sire with plenty of consolation. Whereof 



of St. Tlwrnas. 95 

he said, he was right certain and sure, and 
therefore desired him whensoever any such 
feeling of God's heavenly mercies should 
begin to touch his heart, that then he 
would shew some signification thereof, 
vrhereby he might witness with him the 
same ; and so departed from him. 

The next day, when the time came of 
his martyrdom, as he was going to the 
place, and was now come to the sight of 
the stake ; although all the night before 
praying earnestly to God for strength and 
courage, he could find none, neither had 
any sight or taste of the favour of God in 
himself, suddenly he was so mightily re- 

Elenished with God's holy comfort and 
eavenly joys, that he could not smother 
it in liimself, but cried out, clapping his 
hands to Austen, and saying on this wise, 
Austen he is come! he is come! &c. and 
that with such joy and alacrity, as one 
seeming rather to be risen from some 
deadly danger, to liberty of life, than one 
passing out of this world by any pains of 
death. Here we see that great was his 
iaith, when he was willing to give his body 
to be burnt for the testimony of Christ, 
and was now going to the stake to that end, 
tiiough .he had no feeling of God*s favour 
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then by any joys that he felt in himself. 
He could never have suffered thus for the 
truth, if he had no faith : if then he had 
died in this case without the sense of any 
special comfort, he must needs have died 
in the faith of Christ for which he did suf- 
fer : and so he should have had faith, yea 
very great faith, not only living, but dying 
without any sense or feeling. 

But I will come unto another example, 
which though it be far more ancient in 
time, yet it is better known unto us, as 
being recorded in the holy Scripture. The 
patience of Job as it is set down as a pat- 
tern, and commended to all men to follow, 
so none can doubt of his faith also but 
that it was very great, when he is thus 
numbered among the faithfullest men that 
have lived upon the face of the earth. 
When the land siuneth against me by 
committing a trespass, then will I stretch 
out mine hand upon it ; and though these 
three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were 
among them, they should deliver but their 
own souls by their righteousness, saith the 
Lord God (Exod. c. 14, v. 13). When all 
that misery came upon him, that we read pf 
in the Scripture (Job c. 1, v. 3), as that in 
one day he lost seven thousand sheep^ three 



of St. Thomas. 97 

thousand camels, five hundred yoke of 
oxen^ five hundred she-asses : and all his 
sons and daughters died a violent death 
after a strange manner; and in his own 
body he was smitten with sore boils from 
the sole of his foot unto the crown of his 
head ; and he being in this pitiful case, 
all friends did forsake him ; yea they that 
were younger than he did mock him, and 
they whose fathers he refused to set with 
the dogs of his flocks (c. 30, v. l) : and 
his men-servants and maids took him as a 
stranger, and though he called them, they 
would not answer him ; though he prayed 
them with his mouth : and his breath was 
strange unto his wife, though he prayed 
her for the children's sake of her own bpdy 
(c. 10, V. 16) : and three of his principal 
friends did set themselves against him, and 
by their reasoning did greatly discourage 
him, as though he had been an hypocrite 
all the days of his life; and that his holiness 
of life was but in shew, and not in truth: 
and he had no rest neither night nor day, for 
when he laid himself down, he said. When 
ishall 1 arise (c. 7, v. 4) • and so measuring 
the evening, he was weary with tossing to 
^nd from, unto th^ dawning of the day. 
Neither was he quiet waking nor sleeping : 
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for when he said (v. 13), my couch shall re- 
lieve me, and my bed shall bring comfort in 
my meditation, the Lord feared him with 
dreamd, and astonished him with visions. 

Now, when all these things came upon 
him at once, whereby his estate was more 
miserable than I have expressed, or you 
are able to conceive, what sense and feel- 
ing could he possibly have of God's favour, 
either inward or outward, when all things 
thus went against him ? yet now his faith 
was at the highest; and did shew itself 
in the greatest measure when he uttered 
this most excellent saying (c. 13, v. 15), 
Lo! though he kill me, yet will I trust 
in him. So that he would not give over 
his trust and confidence in God's goodness, 
though he should proceed further against 
him unto death. And most of all when he 
further addeth (c. 19, v. 25), I am sure, 
that Ttiy Redeemer liveth, and he shall 
stand the last on the earth ; and though 
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet 
I shall see God in my flesh : whom 1 my- 
self shall see, and mine eyes shall behold, 
and none other for me, though my reins 
are consumed within me. So that though 
he died in that case without all outward 
comfort or inward feeling, yet he would 
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put his trust in God : having the testimony 
of a good conscience, and relying upon the 
promise of God made concerning the resur- 
rection of his body, and life everlasting in 
the world to come. 

Thus then we ought to be so far from 
being discouraged in ourselves for want of 
the sight and feeling of inward comforts, as 
though therefore we had no faith, as that 
when they shall be altogether taken from 
us for a while, though very long and many 
years, yet if we can then hold out in a 
godly life, and not give over a good con- 
science, as Job did, and if we still call 
upon the name of God, and stay upon his 
promises in life and death, though we do 
not yet enjoy them; all the world shall 
then witness for us that our faith is ex- 
ceeding great, though we ourselves be not 
able to see it, neither can be persuaded of 
it. For as when the sun shineth most 
clearly, and men do see the brightness 
of it, and do feel the scorching heat of it, 
then it is an easy matter to believe and to 
say confidently, there is a sun in the fir- 
mament ; even children and those that are 
of mean capacity, are able to say so, and 
do believe as much^ and have such a full 
pm-suasum of it that if all the world should 
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tell them the contrary, they would not 
believe them, neither could they possibly 
doubt of it, their sight and feeling did sutV 
ficiently instruct them. But when the 
clouds shall cover it, or in the night both 
the light and heat thereof shall be taken 
away, then to be fully persuaded that the 
sun is still in the heavens, and that it hath 
lost nothing of the light and heat of it ; 
that is a matter of a deeper conceit, and 
more experience. 

Even so when the testimonies of God's 
favour and love are so many and great, and 
so plentifully upon us both outwardly and 
inwardly that they may easily be seen and 
felt, then to believe that God is gracious 
unto us, and to be persuaded of his favour 
towards us, is that which the weakest in 
faith may attain unto without any diffi- 
culty ; but when all these shall be taken 
away, not only in our own judgment, but 
in the opinion also of others, and the light 
of God's countenance shall be as it were 
darkened with the clouds of adversity, and 
all things outwardly shall be as uncomfort- 
able unto us as the darkest night of 
winter; vet then to believe that God is 
one and the same towards us, and that his 
love sufFereth no eclipse at all, but is the 
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8am€ still to us^ and to all those that are 
his, because whom he once loveth, he 
loveth unto the end, and that the gifts and 
calling of God are- without repentance 
(Rom. c. 11, V. 29) : and that all the paths 
of the Lord are mercy and truth, unto 
those that keep his covenant, and his testi- 
monies (Psal. 25, V. 50) : that is, that he is 
not only merciful unto them in the begin- 
ning, but also true and constant in his 
mercies towards all his even unto the end- 
ing, to finish and make perfect in them 
that good work of his, that he hath begun 
in them. For he is not like unto man that 
he should repent him of any thing that he 
hath done (1 Sam. c. 15, v. 29): and as St. 
James saith (James c. 1, v. 17), with him 
there is no variableness, or shadow of 
turning. To be, I say, thus persuaded, 
when these things shall be upon us, and so 
to rest in the truth of God's promises, and 
to wait patiently for a comfortable feeling 
of the performance of them in ourselves, is 
a matter of greater faith, and of longer 
experience. 

Again, as if a man doth come into a 
fruitful garden or orchard, well set with 
many trees in the spring time, when. 
^11 things are green and blossom, or ia 
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summer, when the trees are fuH of fruit, it 
is the easiest thing in the world then even 
at the first sight to be persuaded that the 
trees are living and growing; and he that 
hath the weakest senses, and meanest wit, 
and least experience, is able to say so : but 
to come thither in the depth of winter, 
when all the fruit shall be gathered, and 
the leaves fallen, and see all the boughs 
white with the hoar frost, and rine hangmg 
upon every twig, so that outwardly they 
seem to be dead and rotten ; yet then to be 
persuaded, that they are living, and that 
the sap is at the root, which in time will 
come into all the branches again, and 
shew itself as before in putting forth 
leaves, blossoms, and fruit ; this requireth 
better judgment, and more experience. 

So it is in the matter of faith : when all 
the testimonies of God's love do abundantly 
shew themselves, as it were, in summer, it 
is an easy matter to believe : but when all 
these shall be fallen away from us, as they 
were from Job, and there is a very hard 
?ind long winter full of many storms come 
upon us ; yet then not to be too much 
discouraged and cast down, as though all 
were clean lost and gone, but to be per- 
suaded that the favour of God is not clean 
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dried up^ but is at the root, thqt is, is the 
same in Christ towards us that ever it was; 
and that as the Apostle saith (Heb. c. I3, 
V. 6), Jesus Christ is yesterday, and tp-day, 
and will be the same for ever: and that 
the light of God's countenance is not clean 
put out, but darkened, and covered with a 
veil for a time ; and so with a quiet and 
meek spirit to wait upon God in all well- 
doing, till there be a new spring, and till 
the sun break out of the clouds again. 
Thus to do, is that great faith that sjtisM 
uphold us in all extremities. And as in these 
cases we would condemn others of want of 
wisdom, which would believe no more than 
they saw or felt, so must we condemn our- 
selves and others of want of spiritual and 
heayenly wisdom of the word of God, that 
in such cases as these of our salvation, w^ 
will believe no more than we can see and 
feel : and we must commend the other tp 
be of better judgment and greater faith, 
who do believe more than they could either 
see or feel. 

For the relieving of ourselves therefore 
in such cases as these, what must we do ? 
We must do that, which Thomas the 
Apostle should have done: namely, he 
should have believed, thpse that told him, 

12 
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that Christ was risen, and that they had 
seen him : and he should have believed 
the words of Christ himself, who had fore- 
told him, that he should be put to death, 
and that within three days he should rise 
again: which words of Christ must needs 
have been verified in their time, though 
none had ever seen him. So must we do, 
even believe the word and promises of God 
in the mouths of his faithful servants^ who 
are able both to see further into them, and 
also to discern more testimonies of faith 
and of the favour of God in us, than we 
ourselves can do. And though we, whom 
they do most of all concern, do not see 
them at all or as we desire : it is sufficient 
that others, whom we ought to credit, do 
see them in us, and do constantly and upon 
their credit avouch the same unto us. 

For it is most certain and true, though 
every man should best know himself, yet 
it so often falleth out that we are not fit 
judges of ourselves, and of our own estate, 
neither of body nor of soul : and therefore 
if we will be rightly persuaded of ourselves, 
we must not so much rely upon our own 
judgment, as give credit unto others 
who may and do see that in us, which we 
ourselves do not^ neither can. "As when a 
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man is dangerously sick of some disease^ 
though he have some general knowledge of 
the estate of his body, yet he may take 
himself to be stronger or weaker, nearer or 
farther off from death, than indeed he is : 
and therefore in such ease we ask the ad- 
vice of some skilful physicians, and trust 
their judgment better than our own ; inso- 
much that though a man be a very skilful 
physician, he will hardly or not at all prac- 
tise upon himself in great extremities, but 
useth the help of other physicians, and is 
contented to be ordered at their discretion : 
even so when a man is dangerously sick in 
his soul, either of unbelief, or otherwise, 
he is not to judge of himself at that time 
though he be a very good Christian, but he 
must for his recovery out of that estate, 
use the help of other godly ministers, and 
hearken unto their judgment concerning 
himself. 

And that we might see the truth of this 
most clearly in another case, we must con- 
sider, that as when the Devil prevaileth 
against us by presumption, we so favour 
ourselves, and are so partial that way, 
that we imagine^ both that we have those 
virtues and graces of God in us and that 
in great measure^ which we have not. 
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neither can any man see them in us ; and 
also that we are free from those corruptions 
and sins, which yet do apparently break 
out in us, and all the world may easily see 
them : so on the other side, when he hath 
gotten the advantage of us by diffidence 
and despair, he maketh us too rigorous and 
hard against ourselves, and persuadeth us 
that we want those graces which do ap- 
parently shew themselves to others ; a^d 
to have those sins and corruptions, and that 
Ifpeasure of them which in truth we, have 
not, neither is any able to discern them in 
us, though we cry out against ourselves for 
them. 

So that in both these estates, wherein we 
deceive ourselves of ourselves^ if we will be 
holpen, we must deny ourselves, and not 
measure our ourselves by ourselves, but 
give credit to those, who as they are wise 
to discern and faithful to judge, so are 
they also true to report what they think of 
us and of our estate. Which if we will 
not do, we must needs continue in our un- 
belief and other sins so much the longer ; 
and it shall be a very hard thing to recover 
us out of the same. Let us therefore^ as 
_we love our Qwn good, in such extreme 
(eases as these, when by the temptation qf 
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Satan we are brought to a narrow point, 
hearken unto those faithful ministers and 
godly brethren of our*s, who are able (be- 
cause they are out of temptation, and the 
ciase is not their own), better to judge of 
us than we ourselves : and then have we 
made a good entrance unto the curing of 
our souls, though we be not presently 
restored to perfect health ; and though we 
have not present comfort, yet the extremi- 
ties of our fears shall be greatly stayed : and 
this staying of uswill ministerfurtherhopeof 
full recovery ; and it is none of the least 
mercies of God to see, that we have been de- 
ceived in ourselves, and are not able rightly 
to judge of ourselves. Thus we see how 
faith and great faith, is without feeling : 
and when we be oppressed with this temp- 
tation, how we must help ourselves by be- 
lieving others more than ourselves, yea 
even of our ownselves. 

Moreover, to this effect must we be ad- 
monished, that as in the natural life there 
are three ages, the infancy, the childhood 
or youth, and the riper and perfect age ; 
$0 in the spiritual life the Scripture maketh 
mention of three ages ; for of those that 
are in Christ, and truly belong unto him, 
some are new-born-babes, as St. Peter 
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calleth them (l Peter, c. 2, v. 2), but 
newly begotten of the immortal seed of the 
word 6f God : others are little children, 
that have more profited in knowledge, and 
in the mystery of thdr salvation (Gal, c. 4, 
V. 19) ; and some are in comparison of 
them, perfect men, and are coming unto 
the measure of their full age in Christ 
(Eph, c, 4, V. 15). These latter are able to 
judge of themselves, and of others ; for by 
long custom they have their wits exercised 
to discern both good and evil (Heb, c. 5, 
y. 14) : the second sort is less able to judge 
of themselves ; the third not at all. A 
babe though it be heir apparent unto 
the crown of the greatest monarch in the 
world, it hath up sense or feeling of it: 
nay, though it liVeth, it is not able to judge 
of itself, whether it hath life or no: but 
others do see by the operations of life, that 
it is a living creature, and hath an immortal 
soul : and dying in that estate, yea as soon 
as it is born, it shall hereafter live for ever 
and ever. 

So a great many that are born again of 
water and of the spirit, and thereby are 
made heirs of the kingdom of God, as 
Christ saith to Nicocjemus (John c. 3, v, 5) ; 
they are never but babes; beyond that age 
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they never go, and some of them fall asleep 
in the Lord, as soon as they are made par- 
takers of this spiritual birth ; as the thief 
upon the cross died presently after his con- 
version: and Christ sheweth us in the 
Gospel, that some are called at the eleventh 
hour to work in the vineyard (Mat. c. 20, 
V. 6), that is, in the latter part of their life 
they are called to the state of salvation and 
grace, and to receive the reward of their 
calling, which is eternal life. In which 
estate of theirs they can have little or no 
feeling at all of their spiritual life. But as 
other children die before they know that 
they were alive, so these die before they 
did feel any great power of the spiritual 
life in themselves. But as others did see 
that it was alive, because they saw how it 
desired the milk of their mothers, and how 
they did thrive by it; so others may see in 
such spiritual infants, that the life of God 
is in them by the appetite that they have 
unto the word of God, that they esteem it 
as their appointed food, as Job saith of 
himself#(Job c. 23, v. 12), arid that thereby 
they grow in many graces of the Spirit of 
God, as in a fear to offend him, and in a 
desire unto their own salvation, though 
they have little assurance, sense, or feeling 
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of it in themselves : and so are lieirs of the 
kingdom of God, though they die before 
ever they had any great feeling of it in 
themselves. 

And for those that are of riper age in 
Christ, and have had some feeling of their 
salvation, and have lost it ; they are not to 
be addicted to their own judgment, to 
think they never had it because it is now 
lo^t, or that they shall never have it again 
because it is taken from them for a while ; 
foi' the life of God may still be in them, 
though the present feeling of it be taken 
away ; and tnerefore at this time, concern-r 
ing their own present state, they must be- 
lieve others, that can see nK>re into them 
than themselves. For as in some diseases 
of the body a man may have all his senses 
taken away from him for a while ; or he 
may be so sore wounded in the head, and 
his brain so distempered, that he cannot 
tell whether himself be alive or dead ; but 
others by their breathing, and some other 
operations of life do see evidently that life 
remaineth in them, and so hope t|}fit they 
may be recovered; so a man may be so 
spiritually sick of unbelief, or so sore 
lYounded in his soul with, temptations, that 
he cannot see any token of God's favour in 

4 
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himself; but yet by the prayers thW he 
maketh unto God to be bolpen out of these 
distresses, by the love that ne beareth untO! 
God, and to God*s |>eople, and other ope«- 
ration^ of the Spirit of God in him, the^ 
that are wise shall be sibl^ to discern that 
the life of God's Spirit br^atheth in thein^ 
to whom they must give credit above 
themselves ; and so think that they are in 
a better state of salvatioQ^ than they cau 
see themselves to be. 

And it must not j^eem strange unto us^ 
that others should see better into our estate 
than we ourselves can. For oftentimes it 
falleth out, that some great affection of the 
mind sp blindeth us, that we imagine that 
we have not that which indeed we have. 
He th^t is blinded with covetousness of 
these worldly goodjs^ by the unsatiable de* 
sire that is in him, never satisfied^ though 
he hath more to live oq than many hun« 
dre<|s, y^t still he is complaining of his 
want apd poverty; and saith, that he hath 
UQthiiig : and teQ him of this and of that> 
which God h%tb bestowed upoii him^ yet 
becau^ h$ h^th not all th^t he desireth^ 
hepoaketh no account of them^ and all it 
UB^to him H though h^ had nothing. S^ 
^ tbs^t is tick of a spiritual CQV^t^oijsiieQS, 
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and desireth the feeling of G6d*8 fdvotir in 
a greet measure, and sueh an assurance of 
his salvation as might be without all doubt^ 
which because he cannot come unto, be- 
cause the flesh lusteth against the spirit, 
dnd in it there is nothing but doubting^ he 
imagineth that because there is some want 
of assurance and feehng, that therefore 
there is no feeling at all : as the covetous 
man by reason of some want, saith that he 
hath nothing: the want of that which he 
hlith hot, so blindeth his eyes, that he can- 
not see that which he hath : so the want of 
some assurance sotroubleth them, and they 
have so great a desire nnto more, that they 
eannot see that they hap?e, but for want of 
some, deny all. 

'- A remedy against which temptation is, 
not tio deceive ourselves any longer with an' 
itnagination of such a measure of assurance 
of salvation ordiriarily in the children of 
God, which should foe without all wavering 
dr doubting ; or such a measure of feeling 
of the love of God, and joy th^rein^ -a^ 
should abandon all distrusAfuiness and scnr^' 
vow ; this is not to be locked for in this 
World : the ftilness of j6y is in the preBtel*e 
<$f God, and at hift right binid unly^^MreT 
pleasures for ^eVermore -(Psal. Iff, v. ll),' 
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Here we have theip but la measure'; ther^ 
jndeed is joy unspeakable, and most glorir 
ous, without any interrqption ; when . w^ 
«hall see God face to faoe (l Con c. 13, 
V. 12) ; and know him as we aire known^ 
whom now we behold as through a glass^ 
and so may sometimes doubt whether we 
see him or no. This measure we. must be 
(Contented with, and so pray as the Psalmist 
doth (PsaK 106, v. 4^ 5), Remember me, O 
Lord, with the favour of thy people, that I 
may see the felicity of thy chosen : wher^ 
he desireth not such joy and feeling of the 
favour of God which. he did imagine him^ 
self, but that which God doth usually besto^f 
upon his peoplej, which is that which in 
joined with much doubting, and many 
fears, even then som^etino^s when ijt> isat th^ 
best ; and so not imggin/e, thftt uii^less we 
have it according to. our own desire, we 
have it not at all, or a^ God*s people, use tp 
have it. For undoubtedly it is thus with 
the best, at one time or othen 

And concerning th^ desire of feeling 
and assurance^ we must understand thuci 
much, that none can have this, but those 
that believe: so that though we should 
want them both. altogether, yet the desire 
Ihat; WQ hav^ unto them, doth ipaiii%j^ 
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largue that we have faith. iFor who can (te- 
aire to feel the heat and light of the sun, 
but he that hath life in him r a dead car* 
oase cannot do it. So if there were not th^ 
Kfe of the Spirit in us by faith, we could 
not haive any desil'e to feel the favour of 
God in us in truth at all. He that is never 
iBo weftk, yet if hfe still desire strength, it 
appearelh that therie is life in him: aid 
When Mne lAost earnestly desire to be 
atrengtheiied in the assurance of our salva* 
tion, it is a manifest token, that the life of 
God is still in us : therrfore let us comfort 
durselyes with such desires, and know A^^ 
Buredly, that as they be of God, so be wilt 
tetisfy them in his good thne : for th^ 
Lord heareth the desire of the poor, he 
prepai-eth their heart, and bendeth his care 
tento th^m (PsaK 10, v. 17) : that is, as h^ 
giveth them so earnestly to desire these 
^ings, which others neglect, so he will 
^hew, by giving also that which they do de- 
sire^ that he hath not given them such holy 
)9esires ^ Vain. For the saying of our 
Saviour Christ taust be verified upon all 
feeri, without respect of persons, Blessed 
*Te all they that hunger and thirst, not 
ttnly after righteousness, but after any 
mher jgr!*actes of his Spirit, for they rfiaU be 
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satisaed and filled (Mat. c. 5^ v. 6). And 
the sayinfi; of the Virgin Mary shall be veri- 
fied iii tnem^ He hath filled the hungry 
with good things, and sent away the rich 
empty (Luke c. 1, v. 53) : that is, as they thaj 
have no such desires, can look for no such 
feeling, so they that are unsatiable in their 
desires that way, shall be satisfied in tim^ 
with abundance of feeling; and if they 
wait upon God with patience believing 
these promises, it shall be unto them ac- 
cording to their faith. 

That I might not say here that, which is 
^et, most true, that while they so unmeaf 
sureably desire it, they have it in a good 
measure. For herein is the saying of St;^ 
Augustine most true, that the desire of any 
grace of God, is in some sort the grace 
itself. He that unfeignedly desireth th^ 
forgiveness of his sins, dotn with this de^ 
sire obtain the remission of them. He 
that desireth a greater measure of repent- 
ance, doth from day to day profit in rer 
pentance : he that desireth not to sin, is no 
sinner before God : he that desireth the 
favour of God, hath obtained it already: 
he that desireth the assurance of his salva- 
tion, and the feeling of God's favour, h^ 
hath both of them in some sgrt already* 

• 1C2 
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When Abraham was willing to offer up hfs 
son Isaac at God's commandment, he is 
said to have done it by faith (Heb, c. 1 1 , 
V. 17J: his desir6 before God was as 
thougn he had done it : so when we oflfer 
up these desires unto God, it is as well 
with us in his account, as though we had 
the things themselves. 
" For as the Apostle spea^eth of aliris 
i(2 Cor. c, 8, v. 12), if there be first a 
willing mind, it is accepted according to 
that a man hath, and not according to that 
'iBL man hath not : that is, God looketh not 
30 much to his deed, as to his desire ; as 
the poor widow that offdf^ but two mites, 
Was more accepted of God, and commended 
by Christ, than they that offered much, 
l^ause of her great desire. So when in 
the sacrifice of prayer we oflfer up our 
hearts unto God with holy desires either 
for assurance of his favour, or feeling of 
our salvation, we are accepted of him, as 
though we had them : and when he giveth 
us this desire, he beginneth to wonc the 
grace itself: and that desire is the earnest 
penny and pledge of the thing itself. 

Christ saith in the Gospd, that whoso- 
cVer looketh on a woman to lust after her, 
bath committed adultery with her already 
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in his tieart {Mat. c. 5, v. 27). So that the 
<lesire unto any bin, is the sin itself before 
God ; then the desire unto any virtue, is 
the rirtte and grace itself biefoi^ God. 
And therefore he that looketJi up unto 
^irod with an earnest desire of his salvation, 
he hsrth obtainied it already before Hod, 
ivhoseeth and atto#eth the desire of his 
Heait. He that looketh on his owti unbe- 
li^ and corruptions with a desire to be rid 
of thetn, he is thereby dfschai^d of them 
before God. Thus we see, that to desire 
feeling is an argument of ikith, iis fe6 ^sire 
meat is an argument of life ; yea to ^sine 
'feeling is the very beginning of it in our- 
selves : and therefore we must be t^eM forc- 
ed over tliem. 

Oonceming which feelitij^s, we m«st also 
consider, that in them th^^ haVe theni iti 
the greatest measure, they ane not alwayi 
aUke; but they are going iind coaaiDg, 1^ 
i\vs day and tiie night. And as in tl¥e 
coui^se of nature there is not one tenour 6{ 
things^ but Ciocfs works are^ subject to 
•many changes; so is it in the course ttf 
God's graije: that which we have recei^etf, 
doth fMM til ways contirlue alike, neither 
have we the same feehto^ of it to-day thrft 
we had yesterday j wilie^er i^e loot: le thfe 
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fcrvaicy of prayer, or zeal to God's word, 

or love to his Saints, or assurance of our 

salvation. Here we must comfort ourselves 

.with the remembrance of that which we 

have found in ourselves in times past, and 

hope that we may find the like again : and 

say as it is in the Psalm (77, v. 11, and 

^199 y- 5^)9 I have remembered the times 

. past^ and have been comforted, For as the 

woman that is quickened with child^ and 

:feeleth it stir in her body, though she do 

.not always feel it stir alike, and sometimes 

.not at all^ and sometimes more weakly than 

before; yet she assures herself that the 

child is living, because shei hath felt it stir 

.before, and so hopeth that she shall do 

again. So when Christ is .formed in us 

'fir^t of all, as the Apostle speaketh (Gal. 

c. 4> V. 19), we have the feeling of him 

jAtirring and moving in our hearts by his 

holy Spirit dwelling in us; which lively 

motions though .we feel not so strongly 

\moving in us afterwards, or not at all ; yet 

.^e doubt not, but that Christ dwelleth in 

\Qur hearts by faith still (£ph. c.3, v. 17), 

^and hope to feel it as sensibly ag^iin in 

-time, as we have done : and ^ much the 

.more, because Christ being formed in us> 

4»Sver dieth; and therefore the retnen^bi^nqs 
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of odr former feelings must comfort tis ovel- 
the want of them for the time present ; fol* 
they are not always ahke in aiiy that hav^ 
them : it is sofficient that we have hiitf 
them ; therefore if we labour after tliem, 
they will return iinto us again, when it 
slmll please God. And thus much for this, 
that St. Thomas in this matter of faith ad^ 
diets himself to his bwh feeling. 

The fourth and last degree of his unbe- 
lief appeareth in this, Except I see in hid 
bands the print of the nails, and in his side 
the print of th^ spear, 1 will not beliefve it; 
For why sliould be desit«e this ? not only 
ito see him, akid to feel Mnn, but to see lA 
his hands the ptint of tlie nails, and to put 
his finger into tiiem ; and to see in his sid^ 
the print of tll^B spear, and to put his hand 
into it. Did he not kAow that thes<5 
wounds and scars were proper unto hift 
body only while it was subject litito itt** 
firnlity and weakness ; and that after hik 
resurrection his body was glorified ? Artd 
so he might have thought, that though 
it should be granted unto him to sefe hiiti, 
yet he could not by any reason or ground 
from the Scripture, have hope to see him 
thus : and yet hesaith, Exce|^t 1 see the 
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Eriat of the nails, &c. I will not believe it : 
e doth not say, Except I see him ; but, 
except I see him with the print of the nails, 
^d of the spear, I will not believe it. 

This is then the nature of unbelief, that 
when it will not profit by the ordinary 
means that God hath appointed for the 
confirming of faith ; itdesireth suqh things, 
whereof there is no warrant either from 
reason or from Scripture. As here St. 
.Thomas neglecting what Christ had said 
^nto him, that when he should be put t6 
<leath^ within three days he would rise 
i^ain : and that also which was told him 
hy the Apostles, and divers others, namely, 
that he was risen again, and ,had appeared 
unto such and such \^ he saith. Except E 
«ee him myself, with the print of the naik 
jn his feet, and of the spear in his side,^ I 
^will . not believe it. Concerning which 
point, though Christ did rise indeed out of 
the sepulchre with these marks in his glori- 
jfied body, and did retain them while he 
tarried on the earth, that thereby it might 
ynore certainly be known, that the same 
body of his that was crucified, was raised 
|Up again ; yet Thomas had no general rule 
to lead him to think that it should be so^ 
43ut rather according to the common condi^ 
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don of the bodies of all the faithful in the 
day of resurrection, so to conceive of the 
body of Christ raised up. For that which 
is said of the resurrection of all the faithful,' 
the members of Christ's, mystical body, 
must needs be much more true of him the 
head; for it belongeth to them only by 
virtue of his resurrection. Now of them 
the Apostle writeth thus to the Corin- 
thians : — The body is sown in corruption, 
and raised in incorruption (l Cor. c. 15, 
V. 48) : that is, with nothing tending there** 
unto, as wounds do : it is sown in disho^' 
nour, having no glory nor beauty on it, as* 
Christ's body was most of all, when besides 
that the life was gone out of it, and so it- 
looked pale and wan, it had also many de- 
formities by the stripes of his whippings, 
and the crown of thorns, and the print of 
the nails in his hands and feet, and of the* 
spear in his side : it is raiised in glory ; that 
is, with all perfection and excellency of 
beauty without any blemish at all : it is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in power;, 
and therefore without marks and tokens of. 
weakness and infirmity: for a body sore 
wounded, even unto death, as Christ wasy 
hath less power in it than it had before.' 
Tlierefore seeing he desired to ^ee.Chrigt^' 



\2i The Unbelief 

body raised up, he should not hay^. desired 
to see it thus, and with these m^rk;^. 
^ Atid for the further confirmation of this, 
we ma;^^remeinbi^r vvhat the Apostle saith 
touching the gipripus state of our hodies to 
be raised pp : Our cpnyerss^tion is in h.e^* 
ven, from whence also we look for die 
Saviour, even the Lord Jtesus Christ : whp. 
shall change our vile hody, that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glprious body,, ac- 
cording to the working,, whereby he i^ able 
even to subdue all things unto hiniself 
(Phil. c. 3, V. 20) : therefore as we shall be 
raised up without scars and iparks of infir^ 
mity, Y^hich many have in th^se days of> 
their pilgrimage ; so he had no reasqn to 
think hut that Christ's body should bJ^. 
Therefore though. he would not believe till 
he saw him, he could not look to see hiixv 
after this manner that he prescribeth. 

And though he did at th^ last appear; 
ifrith these marks in his body both to the 
eleven first, and afterwards untq Thoipas ; 
yet it was not because his \>ody wa^ pro- 
pf'.rly and of its own nature then subject, 
ui)tq theni) no more than it was to bungerf 
when he did eat with theni (Luke Ct '^49 
y*43); but it was by a special extriiordi- 
nary, dispensation i as vyhea Angels tht^l 
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have no bodies, did appear in the shape of 
men. Therefore this could not be looked 
for ; and it was in respect of the ordinary 
course of God's deahng sonnewhat unrea-^ 
sonable to tie the Lond unto that for the 
strengthening of bis faith, and to say. Ex- 
cept I see the print of the nails, and of the 
spear, I will not believe it: for others had 
seen him, and not seen him with these ; as. 
Mary Magdalen at tlie sepulchre, where 
she mistooK him to be the gardener, or the. 
keeper of that place, where Christ was bu- 
rjea in a garden (John c. 20, v. 15) : and 
the two Disciples in their journey, as they 
were going to Emmaus (Mark c. l6, v. 12). 
Therefore we must take heed how we yield 
to our unbehef ; for it will make us look 
for and desire such things at the hand of 
God, for the confirming of our faitb, as 
have no ground either from Scripture, or. 
from reason ; though it pleaseth God of hi9 
infinite goodness to bear with men some- 
times this way, and to yield to them,, 
either to the strengthening of their faith, or- 
to the leaving of them without excuse in 
their unbelief. So that as the Apostle; 
saith of covetousness, They that will be 
rich fall into temptation and snares, and 
into many foolisli and noisome lusts, whjc^. 
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drawn men in perdition and destruction 
(l Tim. G. 6y V. g). So we may say of un-* 
belief, that it causeth men to desire many 
foolish and unreasonable things, ^nd such 
as often tend to their own hurt. 

Thus in the Gospel our Saviour Christy in 
the parable of the rich glutton^ and in his 
person, noteth out the thoughts and desires 
of unbelievers here in this world ; where 
he is brought in speaking unto Abraham 
after this manner: — 1 pray thee Father, 
that thou wouldest send Lazarus unto my 
ftither's house (for I have many brethren) 
that he may testify unto them, least they 
^Iso come into this place of torment (Luke 
c. 16, v. 27). Thus unbelievers would 
have dead men come from heaven, and tell 
them what is done there, and what in hell ; 
but Christ sheweth what answer Abraham 
ive him for our instruction, They have 
[oses and the Prophets, let them hear 
them (ver. 39) : as if he had said, they do 
sufficiently declare the truth of these 
things, of them they may learn them^ and' 
so it is needless to have any come from 
heaven to' tell them, there are enough upon 
t^e earth that do declare it daily : and so 
do the Apoatles and the J^vahgelists now 
much more. But the rich man said again^ 
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Father Abraham, but if one come from the 
dead^ they will amend their Hves (ver. 30) : 
which is as if he had said, Thougn they do 
hear daily out of the Scripture, what pu- 
nishment is in hell for the wicked, yet 
they do not believe it, except some come 
from the dead, and tell them of it, and 
then they would. 

Thus foolish is unbelief, to neglect the 
certain testimony of the Prophets and 
Apostles, which is the ordinary means to 
reveal his will unto us, and to desire that 
Angels or dead men might come from hea- 
ven or from hell to speak unto them, and 
then they would believe them ; which in 
these days is so extraordinary that it is not 
to be looked for. But this is a short and 
plain answer for such men set dpwn there 
from Abraham, who said thus untp him ; 
If they hear not Moses and the Prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, thougn one 
rise from the dead again (ver. ^l). Where 
Christ sheweth not only what are the means 
of knowing these things, even the books of 
the Prophets and Apostles, in which the 
will of God is perfectly set down concern"^ 
ing all things that are needful for us to 
know, and that the other is not to be de- 
sired, nor hoped for. So if they had them 
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they would not profit by theni, whenas 
they* neglect the other ; but yet we sfee by 
this, that unbelief is full ot these foolish 
desires. 

And truly if we could so well see into 
the hearts of men, as Christ did when he 
tittered this parable, we should see, that 
the greatest part of the world is still of this 
ihind, to neglect all the ordinary means 
that God hath appointed either to work 
iaith in them at the firsts or to confirm it 
m them afterwards ; and to desire such 
Jtieans as are impossit)Ie and not to b6 
looked for, because they are contrary to the 
Word of God, For the Apostle saith, At 
fundry times, and in divers manners God 
toake in the old time to our fathers by the 
rrophets ; but in these last days he hath 
spoken unto us by his Son (Heb. c. 1. 
V. 1) : that is, in the old time God did sun- 
dry ways declare his will unto men, as 
sometines by visions when they were 
Vaking, and by dreams when they were 
sleeping, by Uriirt and Thummim in the 
lS*iest's breast, by Angels from heaven, by 
the Prophets, &c. but now he hath fully 
declared his will by his Son Christ, and 
hath appointed that we should come to the 
knowleuge of it by that order which Christ 
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bath established ; who^ when he ascended 
up into heaven, gave unto his Church, 
pastors and teachers^ for the repairing of 
the Saints, for the work of the ministry, 
and for the edification of the body of 
Christ, till we all meet together (in the 
unity of faith, and the acknowledging of 
the Son of God) unto a perfect nian^ and 
unto the measure of the age of the fulness 
of Christ (Eph. c. 4, v. 12) : therefore as 
long as we live, we are to look for no other 
means than these of pastors and teachers, 
the other have ceased long ago, as being 
appointed for the old world. 

But yet unbelieving men refuse these, 
and with itching ears they linger after the 
other : and some are ready to say, Oh if I. 
might have an Angel come and tell me of 
the destruction that shall come upon the 
wicked for their sin, as Lot had in Sodom, 
I would believe it (Gen. c. 19, v. 13) : and 
some are ready to say, if Lazarus . might 
come from the dead, that is, if some of 
those my friends and acquaintance that are 
dead, might rise out of their graves, and. 
come ana tell me what they have seen and 
felt in heaven and hell, if I might have but 
a little conference with them, I would be-^r 
heve them. Or if I could see into the 

JL 2 
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heavens, and there behold Christ standing 
at the right hand of Ood, iis Stephefn tfe 
Martyr did (Acts c. 7, v. 56) : or if I could 
hear him sp^a*k unto me from heaven, and' 
call me from my sitis, as Baul did, when 
lie wa« a persecutor (c. 9, v. 4), then I 
would tieaiHcen unto Tiim, and become a 
new man. And others think, Oh if they 
might be n^pt into the third heavens, and 
be tat en up into Paradise, as Paul was' 
(2Cor. c. 12, V. 4), and there hear God 
speak tinto iherrt, ^tTien they would perform- 
great tnattet^, and lead an Angel's life : 6r 
if being here on earth Aey might see GocI' 
come down from heaven unto them, atid 
they might have sofme sure token that it 
was he Ihsft spake unto them, as the Israel- 
ites had in the virilderness (Exod. c. 19, 
v. 20), When God spake there unto thetn 
upon Mount Sinai, then they would yield 
great obedience, and nothing should draw 
them it&a\ that which they had heard. 
These and mJEtny such foolish and impossi- 
ble things do men desire, and then they 
say they would believe all things, imd until 
then they need not, neither will they. 

But w^hat saith the Apostle to the Ro-- 
mans ? Theri^teousness which is of faith,: 
speakeAk on this v^ise. Say not in thine' 
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Ticart, who shall ascend into heaven ? (thrft 
is, to bring Christ from above :) or who shall 
descend into the deep ? (that is, to brinp 
Christ from the dead.) Biit what sail h it ? 
The word is near thee even in thy month, 
and in thine heart ; this is the word of faith 
whicb we jpreach (Rom. c. 1 0, v. 6). Wherfe 
Tie sliewetn what are the dbtibtfiil trnd wa- 
•veritig thoughts of unbelievers 'concerning 
that salvation that is purchased Tcjt us by 
Christ, and offered unto us in die Gbspd ; 
and how those thoughts and imaginations 
by faith are to be repressed. For they 
Which seek rirfiteoushess in tliemselves, 
that by the Woncs of the law they mi^t be 
justified and saved, being always unquiet 
and doubtful of their salvation, because 
they cannot find perfect righteousness fn 
themselves, are ready to say, if 1 might see 
any Saint or Angel come from heaven to 
fcarry me thither, or to assure me that I 
ihall come thither ; or any come from the 
llepth of hell to tell me that I am delivered 
from thence, f could believe it. 

But the righteousness of faith, that is^ 
true faith, whereby we are made righteous 
in Christ, suppresseth these thought's of 
unbelief, and telleth us according tothait 
which is preached in the GospeU that 
Christ hath fulfilled a\\ iVvw^ xv^^^&xS^ V.x 
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our salvation, even that he hath sufferecf 
the curse of iJie law to deliver us from hell, 
and that he hath fulfilled the righteousness 
of the law to bring us to heaven, and he 
bath ascended up thither for us in our na- 
ture, to prepare a place for us: and he 
bath prayed unto God for us, that where he 
is we may be to behold his glory. Thus 
true faith for the certainty of our salvation^ 
bids us rely upon that which Christ hatb 
done for us, and upon that, which this way 
is set down in the Gospel ; and so our cour 
sciences shall be quieted, aud no man need 
to ask these questions who can ascend up 
into heaven, or bring us from 4)ell ? seeing 
that the Gospel teacheth that both these 
are done by Christ for all those that em- 
brace their calling by a true faith. 

But unbelief neglecting this, desiretb 
that which is unreasonable, and saith, Ob^^ 
but I see none that hath ascended up to 
heaven, and come down again to tell me 
what is there done for me. Who shall 
ascend ? who is he that hatb, or will do so 
much ? then I could believe it. And I see 
none that hath descended intp hell, and 
returned to tell me that I am delivered 
from thence. Who shall descend into the 
deep ^ where is he that hath, or will do 
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this for tne? then I could believe it. And 
80 not only the unbelievers are wholly pos^- 
sessed and overcome with these douBtfiil 
thoughts ; but all inen, so far as unbelief 
prevaileth in them, are ready to say thujf, 
at least in their hearts, Oh, if any might 
come from heaven, to assure me that I 
shall come thither, and be saved, then I 
could believe it ; or if any tnight cproe from 
hell, to assure me that 1 am dielivered froM 
ihence, then I should be quiet in my min<f, 
and delivered from these fears that I am 
incumbered with. 

But what saith faith ? Say not thua fA 
thine heart, &c. that is, have thou no such 
doubts in thy mind, but consider what 
Christ hath done for thte to bring thee to 
heaven, and to deliver thee from hell 5 and 
what the gospel doth this way ofler unt^ 
thee, and what thou hast heard preached 
out of it to this end, and rest in tl>em : 
For if thou shah: confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
beart that God raised him from the dead, 
th6u shalt be saved (Roifn. c. 10, v. g)-: 
that Uj if thou profess plainly and sin* 
cerely, and openly, that thou takest Jesus 
only to be thy Lord and Saviour, and that 
it was the very counsel and purpose of 
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GoA, in the resurrection of hit son, to re? 
deem us from death and hell, as it b 

E reached unto us in the Gospel^ thou shalt 
e saved. So iaith leadeth us from thesf 
vain speculations unto that which is reveial* 
ed unto us in the word. 

And whereas the best believers are. sut> 
ject unto these temptations at one time or 
other, by reason of the remnants of unbcr 
lief abiding in them ; y^t the Apostle giyeth 
Qs to understand, that they come from un- 
belief, and not from faith ; but that it is 
in the nature of faith to strive against 
them, and to suppress them in measure^ 
so far forth as faith prevaileth and gettetb 
the victory in. them. So that when they 
begin to havie these doubts in their minds^ 
ana to think with themselves how shall I 
ascend into heaven ? how shall I escape 
hell ? I cannot tell what shall become of 
.me ! then faith is as a voice speaking be- 
hind them, to admonish them of their 
duty, and, as it were pulling them by the 
elbow, bids them hold their peace: Oh say 
not in thine heart, who shall ascend into 
heaven, &c. Oh have no such thoughts ii^ 
thy mind : this were to deny what Christ 
hath done for thee concerning thy redemp- 
tion from hell, and thy ascension into hea*- 
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ven : therefore say not so in any case, no 
not in thine heart: ^ive over reasoning 
with unbelief, and rest m the word of Go£ 

Thus we see how unbelief bindeth God 
to unreasonable courses, and desireth of 
him for the strengthening of faith, things 
not to be desired : therefore as we see fronr 
whence such do arise, so we must strive 
against unbelief, that we might overcome 
such foolish conceits. And thus the unbe^' 
lieving Jews did reason agamst our Savioui^ 
Christ when he was upon the cross, and 
thereby did shew what wicked and absurd' 
thoughts their infidelity did drive them' 
unto. If thou be the Son of God, come 
down from the cross : he saved others, but 
he cannot save himself (Matt. c. 27, v. 40) t 
if he be the King of Israel, let him now 
come down from the cross, and we will 
believe in him (ver. 42) : he trusted in God,' 
let him deliver him now, if he will have 
him: for he ^ said, I am the Son of God' 
(ver. 43). Behold what Unreasonable' 
things they do as it were bind Christ 
unto, that they might believe in him, or* 
else they will not ; for they say, let him; 
now come down fron^ thd iross, and now 
save himself, or else never. 

They did not consider how all the pro-^ 



134 Tlie Unbelief 

phesics of the Messiah set down in Scrip-, 
ture were verified in him, even from his 
first conception unto this very hour ; how 
he was conceived by the Holy Ghost, and 
born of a virgin, and of the house of David,^ 
and in Bethlehem ; how the wise men came 
from the East unto Ji^rusalem, and told 
them that the King of the Jews was born^ 
and that they had seen his star ; neither 
what old father Simeon, and Anna the pro- 
phetess said of him in the temple, when he 
was circumcised. They regarded not his 
doctrine full pf authority and power, them- 
selves being driven to confess, that never 
man before spake like unto him : they 
were' not moved with his miracles, when 
they saw how by his own power he healed 
them of incurable diseases, made the blind 
to see, the lame to go, the deaf to hear ; 
cast out the devils by the power of his 
word ; raised up them that were dead ; and 
did many more things else, which were 
sufficient to convince them that he was 
the true Messiah and Saviour, to whom all 
the Prophets gave witness; neither did 
th^y give any credit unto tlie voice of God 
himself, which they heard from heaven, 
when he was baptized, This is my beloved 
Sop, in whom I am well pleased (Mat. c.;j. 
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y. 17)': at what time also the heavens were 
opened, and the Spirit of God descended 
like a dove, and lighted upon him. Much 
less did they give credit unto the testimony 
of John, who said of him, Behold the 
Lamb of Go<l, that taketh away the sins of 
the world (John c. I, v. 36). 

None of all these they regarded ; they 
were not sufficient to cause them to believe 
in him, they despised then) all, as though 
they had been nothing worth ; but such a 
foolish thing as this they desire, and that, 
should satisfy them — if he would come 
down from the cross, and thiu; even very 
now at their appointment, and t^rry tio 
longer than they could believe in him in- 
de^ ; but if he would i)ot do that at all, or 
not now presently without any delay, they 
will not believe in him. Which if he had 
done, he bad forsaken his office of redemp-^ 
Hon, for he came to suffer and die for us, 
that he might, by his own sufferings, deliver 
us fifom death.; and to die upon the cross,, 
that he might redeem us from the curse of 
tlie law, being made a curse for us, as it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangetb 
on a tree (Gal. c.3, v. 13). And when het 
luid suffered all things needful for our saU 
ration^ saying upon the cross^ It is finished 

M 
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(John c. 19, V. 30), and so gave up the* 
ghost, and afterwards was buried : God 
raised him up at the time appointed, even 
the third day, and loosed the sorrows of 
death (Acts c. 2» v. 24)9 because it was im* 
possible that he should be held of it any 
longer, as St. Peter saith. But see the 
foolishness of unbelief, the Jews would 
have God then to deliver him before it was 
time, even so soon as he was upon the 
cross, and before he had sufiered, or else 
they would not believe that he was the Son 
of God, or that he had any power to save 
himself or others. 

And after this manner the Devil teacheth 
other men also by unbelief to reason against 
good men, and against themselves; as if 
such a man were an upright man, such an 
one as he maketh shew of, God would not 
sufler him to be so and so afflicted, but he 
would deliver him from this cross that i$ 
upon him : and so did the tliree friends of 
Job reason against him to the great weakien- 
Ing of his faith : as this was also none of the 
least temptations unto David, when the 
wicked said of him in his misery. Where is 
now thy God ? (Psal; 42, v. 10) r as if 
they had said, Sui?elv, if God were his 
Cod^ he would have deliver^ hini long 
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ibefore this. And of themselves they are 
ready to say, if God would now deliver me 
out of this ajffliction, if he would now help 
me out of this trouble, I would think that 
he had some care of me indeed ; and unless 
they had some present ease or relief,, they 
cannot be persuaded of the truth of his pro- 
mises. But what saith the Scripture? 
Call upon me in< the day of thy trouble; 
so will I deliver thee (Psal. 50, v. 15). So 
that we must seek unto God for the per- 
formance of his promises. But how? even 
jas it is said in another Psalm, Hear my 
voice in the morning, O Lord : for in the 
morning will I direct me unto thee, and I 
will wait (Psal. 5, v. 3) : that is, after that 
he had prayed unto God, he would pa- 
tiently wait upon him with trust, till God 
did shew that he had heard him. Even as 
suitors do at the court, when they have 
put up .their petitions unto the King, or 
the Council, though they have not a pre^ 
sent answer, they are not discouraged, and 
therefore give still attendance, and tarry 
their leisure, with hope of speeding at the 
last. 

And how long must we thus wait upoQ 
God for his deliverance? even until it 
ple^seth him to discharge us; not pr^ 
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Bcribing unto him atiy time. Even as it is 
said in one of the P^aims of degrees, My 
soul waitetb on the Lord, more than the 
iborning watch wttcheth for the morning 
(Psal. 13O9 V. 6) : that is, even as they tliat 
are set to watch all night do not give over 
their station till the morning come, though 
the night be never so long : ^so we in afliicr- 
4.ion must notceitse waiting uponGqd unti4 
the time appointed. And when is that? 
even when he giveth us our hearts desire, 
and not before. Even as the Psahnist 
speaketh in the name and person of the 
whole church, shewing after what manner, 
and how long he would seek unto God 
{Psal. 123, V. 2). BfihoW, as the eyes of 
servants look unto the hand of their mas- 
ters, and as the eyes of a maid unto the 
hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait 
upon the Lord our God, until he have 
mercy upon us. So that he would conti- 
nually and earnestly wait upon (iod for his 
defence, not doubting of it, until such time 
as he found it by experience ; and there- 
fore if he defer a while, we must tarry the 
longer, with good hope waiting. As the 
Prophet Ilabakkuk saith, that after long 

Xrayer he received this answer from the 
oxd concerning the deliverance of Ihe 
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Church:- — that it was deferred a long 
time, therefore he would have him to wait^ 
for undoubtedly in time it should come, 
and not fail, saying, The vision is yet for 
an appointed time, but at the last it shall 
speak, and not lie: though it tarry, yet 
wait thou^ for it shall surely come, and 
.shall not stay (Habak. c. 2, v. 3). 

But unbelief saith, I could believe these 
promises, if I might now enjoy them, and 
unless I be presently delivered, I cannot 
think that God regardeth me : and so it 
tieth God's favour to present deliverance. 
And though the Scripture hath said that 
affliction is hke.unto fire, and that our faith 
and patience is like unto gold ; and there- 
fore as the gold must tarry in the fire until 
all the dross be consumed, and the gold re- 
fined; so God will have us to endure 
the cross, until our corruption^ be thor 
roughly purged, and our faith and patience 
be proved to be pure and good ; yet we are 
ready to say, that unless he deliver me 
now, I cannot believe that he hath any 
respect unto me. And unto all that which 
faith saith unto us^ concerning the tarrying 
of God's leisure, unbelief is ready tp make 
answer, that unless God give it now, I will 
think that I jsball never baveit#.. Andds 
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faith or unbelief prevaileth in us At any tim^ 
6o are these thoughts more or less in us, in 
ttie time of any affliction : for the one is of 
the flesh, and the other of the Spirit, and 
both these being in the regenerate (Gak 
o* 5»^* 17) *• 'I'he flesh lusteth against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; 
and these are contrary one to another : so 
that ye cannot do the same things that ye 
would, as Paul sheweth to the Galatians. 

And this is that which every one of us 
hath experience of in ourselves ; for how 
often when we have been in trouble, have 
we thought and said in our own hearts, 
unless >God give me such and such means, 
there are none that will do me good ; and 
unless these -help me, 1 cannot look for 
ii^lp from any : and so we are ready to tie 
ijfoas help to times and to means* Vt^hereas 
ftith saitti otherwise out of tlie word of 
God, namely, that he hath other times and 
ifneans in his bands to do us good by, and 
that he is able to help us when all means 
fail us. And besides, what if he will not 
deliver us at all ? but will. have ua drink of 
that cup which he bath given us, even unto 
death ; as Christ himself did : his love is 
never a whit the less unto us no more 
than it was unto him. Thus Mre see, how 
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thk unbelief reigneth in this world, and 
yet how Christ, of his infinite goodness and 
mercy, beareth with those that are his in it 
for a while, and eureth them of it at the 
last, as he did with the Apostle Thomas, 
and as he hath done with us yeiy often, and 
in many thing«« 

And this is tb»t which the Prophet 
fioteth to have been veiy often in the peor 
pie of Israel, whilst diey were in the wil«- 
demess, of whom he saith^ They returned, 
and tempted God, and limited i^e holy oa^ 
of Israel i(Psal. 7S, v. 41): that is, %Cf 
cording to the straitness of their owb iietvt 
in their iio belief, so did they imagiiie of 
<jiod'« presence and power ; and therefore 
they are said to limit the koiy one of 
israel, and as k were to compass him in 
certain bc^unds, and to indent with him 
-after this manner 1 — if he would do so and 
so for them, they would think that he cared 
for them, and were among them for their 
good ; and if he Mrould not do so, they would 
not believe it. And thus they did often, 
and therefore it is said, they returned and 
tempted God ; for when they (had terjcipted 
God thus one way, then they did it 
another way. For sometimes they desired 
water, sometimes meat^ sometimes daintf 
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^esh/as quails ; and that soimpbrtanatel}^ 
ithat they said unless they had these things 
^according to their own desire^ they thought 
teither that God could not do it, or that 
iie cared not for them : and thus they spake 
iagainst God, . saying, Can God prepare a 
table in the wilderness ? behold, he smote 
the rock that the watiers gushed out, and 
the streams overflowed: can he give bread 
also, -and prepare flesh for his people ? 
.(ver, 19). And thus did not only once> 
.but many times, and for many things; 
insomuch that the Prophet speaketh with 
tidmiration. How oft did they provoke hini 
'in the wilderness, and grieve him in the 
desert 1; (ver. 40). And thus for their as- 
surance that God was with them, and that 
he was. willing and able to help them, they 
desired these outward things, and so by the 
•foolishness of their desires did apparently 
^hew the unbelief that was in them. 

So do many unbelievers of our time: 
look what they earnestly desire, if they 
Jiave it not, they will not believe that God 
careth for them : and hereupon some of 
them say, if I might have such a thing, I 
would think that God loved me: and 
pthers says, if God would bestow this or 
that upon me^ 1 would hope that I. were in 
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(hs favour. And what things are they then 
which they desire ? only outward^ and ap-: 
|>ertaiaing to this life : i^nd so according to 
tlieir present wants through unbelief thejr 
limit the love of God, some to one things 
isome to another, and wjU not be persuaded 
of it, but by the enjoying of such things «/i 
themselves desire* 

And it is thus not only in the unbe,- 
}ievers; but all God's children, so far as 
the remnants of unbelief do prevail in them, 
are subject unto these temptation^, and to 
(these desires ; iand are ready to say, if J 
were rid of this affliction which bath lieo 
heavily upon me a long time, I could b^ 
persuaded of bis favour towards me. V^y 
which we are thus to profit, thereby t0 
see what infidelity is lurking ia us, tliajt 
«o we might be sorry for it, and seek to be 
4iolpen of it. And then we shall see the 
remedy against it to be this : — that as tli^ 
Apostle St. Thomas should not have tied 
the certainty of Christ's resurrection, to his 
apparition and shewing of himself unto 
him, saying, Unless 1 see him myself, { 
will not believe it : for it was true, and to 
be believed of him and others, that Christ 
was risen again, though they had never 
seen him ; much less shogld he have tS^ 
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it unto this, that he would see him in thai 
form that he was in upon the cross, with 
the wounds and marks in hid body, sayings 
Unless I see in his hands the print of tht 
nails, and put my finger into the print of 
the nails^ and put my hand into his side, I 
will not believe it ; for. he might have ap^ 
peared unto him in some-other form, as h^ 
did unto others, fit divers times. 

Even so we are not to tie the certainty df 
God's favour to any one thing, and to say, 
unless I have this or that, I cannot be per* 
^uaded of God's favour: much less unt6 
■any of these outward things, which appen- 
'tain unto our bodies and to thijslife; for 
God our heavenly Father hath many ways 
"and means to assune his children of hf« 
love and favour towards them ; and doth it 
as our earthly fathers do, not only to 9ome 
one way, and to others another way, but 
^ven unto the same not alike at all times, 
and by the ^me things. But especially 
there are more sure pledges and tofcens <rf 
'his love, which he bestoweth upon his 
children, than all the outward benefits in 
the world; which only for the most part 
•the unbelievers desire, and measure God's 
'fevour by them. For there are the graces 
^nd gih9 of his holy Spirit proper unto the 
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^lect, as a love of God and of goodness, an 
hatred of evil, a desire to please God, a 
delight in the company of the godly, and 
^uch like: in bestowing of which upon 
man, he doth most of all manifest his love 
unto them. There are also his holy word 
and siacraments, whereby he worketh the 
beginning and increase of these and other 
graces in those that are his : rare and ines- 
timable testimonies of his favour ! of which 
it is said in the Psalm (1479 v. 19), He 
sbeweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes 
and his judgments unto Israel : he hatb 
not dealt so with every nation, neither- 
have they known, his judgments. Where 
he maketh this a note of the love of God ta 
the people of the Jews, above all other na-- 
tions, that they had among them the doc^' 
trine of everlasting life, which others wanteds 
And so this is none of tl||e least testimonies, 
of God's favour towards us, that we live iu 
these happy days and blessed tinnes, in, 
which the Gospel is purely and sincerely 
preached, and that we enjoy the ministry 
of it 

But the greatest token' of all; wherebyv 
God hath manifested his love unto us, is. 
the death of his Son; of which Christ 
spi^keth in the Gospel, God so loved th^ 
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world, that he gave his only begotten Son/ 
that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life (John c. l^ 
V. 10) : where he noteth the excellency ol 
the love of God, by the excellency of the 
gift. He so loved the world with an ex- 
traordinary add wonderful great love, that 
he gave his only begotten Son to save 
118 : and this is the fountain and cause 
of all other benefits of his bestowed, and 
to be bestowed upon us ; as the Apostle 
saith (Rom. c. 8, v. 32), Ciod that spared* 
not his own Son, but gave him for us all 
to death, how shall he not with him give 
us all things also ? and by hirh there are 
purchased and prepared for us everlasting' 
joys in the kingdom of heaven : and though 
we tvant thany things in this world, yet 
God giveth us patience, and rtiinds well 
contented with our estate, as a token that 
he loveth us. So that by all these things, 
or by any one of them, and by many more, 
is God's love known and to be believed* 
Therefore we must not be so foolish to stint 
God by unbelief, and say, if I may have 
this or that I will be f^erstiaded of his 
favour ; for there are other things besides 
those which we imagine, whereby he may 
wanifeat bis favour unto us most clearly; 

5 
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and that also not only in this world, but in 
the world to come : not only whiqh we 
have in present possession, but which we 
enjoy through hope. 

And therefore this is singularly com- 
mended in the faith of Job, that when he 
had lost all his worldly goods, and in 
respect of his outward estate, he was 
brought unto nothing ; yet he did put his 
trust in God ; believing that his favour was 
not tied to them, nor to any one of them ; 
but that it was the same then, that it was 
before ; and so uttered this comfortable 
speech, proceeding from faith in God's 
goodness : — Naked came I out of my mo- 
ther's womb, and naked shall I return thi- 
ther : the Lord hath given, and the Lord 
hath taken it, blessed be the name of the 
Lord (Job c. 1, v. 21). He doth not say, 
if God would restore all unto me again (as 
he did in time, yea he doubled them) then 
I would believe that he cared for me : but 
even while he remained in the want of all, 
he blessed and praised the name of God ; 
which could not be without great faith. 
Yea he said further, that if he should die in 
that estate, yet he would put his trust in 
God, and believe that he cared for him: — - 
Lo ! though he slay me, yet will I trust in 
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him, and he shall be my salvation (Job 
c, 13, V. 15) : in which words he confess- 
eth, that he was so far, even in this great 
extremity, from despairing of life or salva- 
tion, as that in the very power and instant 
of death he would trust in him ; for he had 
other testimonies of God's favour than all 
his outward prosperity ; even the testimony 
of a good conscience, that he had walked 
before him in sincerity and truth, and that 
he had been no hypocrite ; as he declareth 
at large in chap. 31. 

And he had further, for the upholding 
of his faith, the constant truth of God's 
promises ; and those not only for this life, 
but for the life to come ; and therefore he 
doubted not, but that it should go well 
with him, though he died in that estate ; 
for he hoj3ed at the last day to rise again, 
and to behold Christ his Saviour to his 
everlasting comfort ; when he saith, Oh 
that my words were now written, oh that 
they were written even in a book (Job c. 19, 
v. 23) : and graven with an iron pen, in 
lead or in stone for ever; for I am sure 
that my redeemer liveth, and he shall 
stand the last on the earth : and though 
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet 
shall I see God in my flesh, whom l shall 
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see myself, and my eyes shall behold, and 
none other for me, though my reins are 
consumed within me. Where we see how 
he saith, that in the midst of all his afflic- 
tions he did rejoice and glory in this> even 
in the testimony of a good conscience, 
whereby he did so rest in the promises of 
God concerning his resurrection and life 
eternal, which was to come, that this did 
confirm him in the favour of God again§t^ 
all temptations. 

Thus true faith bindeth not God's favour 
to any of these outward things, whereby 
men do commonly desire to be assured of 
it ; but it looketh unto better things, 
whereby his love is most apparent; and 
that not only in this life, but in the life 
to come most of all ; as they be pro- 
mised and set down in the word of God. 
And that is the remedy against the foolish 
and vain desires of unbelief. Let us not, 
therefore, tie the assurance of God's favour 
unto any one thing, but seeing that he hath 
many ways to declare it, let lis believe the 
promises of his word, and pray him to seal 
them up in our» hearts by what means it 
shall please him best : and let us not be so 
froward and perverse, as to think it is not 
constant unto us, unless it be sealed up 
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that way which we ourselves do most of 
all desire. 

therefore to conclude the sum of all in 
few words, we see by the weakness of Str 
Thomas, not only what we are subject 
unto, but also how we may help ourselves 
and others against the same. He did not 
believe that Christ was risen again, though 
it was told him at sundry times by divers, 
that were very credible : we must there- 
fore in the matter of faith give credit unto 
the word of God brought unto us, in the 
mouths of his faithful servants, if they be 
but two or three. Secondly, he in this 
case would believe none but himself: we 
must believe in the mystery of our salva-^ 
tion others rather than ourselves, and think,^ 
especially that in the time of temptation, 
others are able better to judge of our estate 
than we ourselves can, and so be not too 
much addicted to our own overweaning. 

Thirdly, he would believe nothing of this* 
matter any further than himself was able to 
see and feel : now because these may de- 
ceive us, we must believe without any 
sight or feeling ; especially seeing that 
faith is of things that are not seen, and the 
favour of God is not alvyays sensible of his 
benefits^ we must believe his word without^ 
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yea contrary to any thing that we can see 
or feel. Lastly, he would not believe ex- 
cept he saw Christ with his. wounds, and 
so in that form which, ordinarily, was not 
to be looked for : we therefore must not by 
unbelief tie the testimonies of God's favour 
for the assurance of our faith unto such 
things as are unreasonable, and commonly 
not to be looked for ; neither unto any one 
particular thing, because he hath many 
ways to confirm the same unto us ; and 
pray him to give us grace, that w^e may 
profit in faith by any that he shall bestow 
upon us. 

And seeing it is so hard a thing to be- 
lieve, and there is so much infidelity hidden 
in the hearts of the best servants of God ; 
let us labour to search into the depth of our 
own, that finding the same in ourselves, we 
may, while we have time, use in fear all 
those good means that God hath appointed 
for the beginning and increase of faith in 
us, that so by his blessing, we daily going 
on forward from faith to faith, we may at 
the last come to that measure of it, against 
which the very gates of hell be not able to 
prevail ; that so we may, both in temp- 
tation and under all crosses, and in the 
hour of death, so carry ourselves as God 
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may be glorified, we ourselves may be com- 
forted, and others may bafurthered by our 
Christian calling and good example: which 
Christ, the author and finisher of our faith, 
grant unto us, for his own name sake : to 
whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one true, immortal, invisible, and 
only wise God, be ascribed as most due, all 
honour, praise, and glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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